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because they believe that a community thrives 


when everyone has access to news. 
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With funds 


ending, not 
everyone will 
be eating 


Everyone Eats! marks a 
‘Thanksgiving success, 
distributing 1,300 holiday 
meals. But as the year ends, 
so will the federal money 
backing the program. 


By Olga Peters 


The Commons 


BRATTLEBORO— 
Volunteers handed out 1,300 
Thanksgiving meals in the park- 
ing lot of 80 Flat St. on Nov. 25. 

For Everyone Eats, the re- 
gional hub in a statewide system 
to provide meals to the commu- 
nity during the global pandemic, 
the number is one to be proud 
of on a holiday that traditionally 
marks gratitude. 

However, that demand also 
serves as a note of caution in a 
year upended by the economic 
effects of COVID-19 emergency 
measures. 

On that Wednesday night, 
many people were still waiting 
in line for Thanksgiving meals 
when, 90 minutes into the dis- 
tribution, volunteers ran out of 
food. And the program itself will 
stop at the end of the year unless 
that federal funding is renewed. 

Volunteers started setting 
up at noon. Delivery drivers 
from local organizations such 
as Dummerston Cares and 
Groundworks arrived around 2 
p.m. to take food to the homes of 
people who were unable to come 
to the site. 

While distribution of the spe- 
cial Thanksgiving meals ended 
at 5:30 because they ran out of 
food, people could receive the 
regularly scheduled Everyone 
Eats! meal until 6 p.m. 

Stephanie Bonin, organizer 
and Everyone Eats! hub director, 
called the night “bittersweet.” 

The hub distributed 
Thanksgiving meals in place of 
the volunteer-run Brattleboro 
Community Thanksgiving din- 
ner. Traditionally held as a fam- 
ily-style community meal, the 
meal has fed people from the 
region for more than 40 years. 

This year, however, efforts to 
slow the spread of the coronavi- 
rus led Gov. Phil Scott to sus- 
pend multi-household gatherings 
via an update to his pandemic-re- 
lated executive order on Nov. 13. 

According to the Vermont 
Department of Health, the rate 
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Become a member and receive The Commons in the mail. 
Your membership supports our journalism and lets us make 
this newspaper available for all, in print and online. 


Foin today at http://donate.commonsnews.org. 


of new coronavirus infections in 
November drastically increased 
compared to earlier in the year. 

As of Dec. 8, 5,180 
Vermonters have contracted 
the virus, and 85 have died from 
its complications. In Windham 
County, 304 people have tested 
positive. Five deaths have been 
recorded here. 


Volunteers 
make it work 

Bonin said approximately 
50 volunteers made the big 
Thanksgiving food distribution 
possible, touching every aspect 
of the night from planning to de- 
livering food to staffing the drive- 
thru distribution. 

“There were a lot of little jobs 
all along the way,” she said. 

The Thanksgiving meals, pre- 
pared by 16 local restaurants, 
served as a little bright spot on 
top of what might have been a 
lonely day for many, spent with- 
out loved ones, she said. 

“We cannot discount men- 
tal health, because we’re going 
to have to do it all over again,” 
Bonin said of the rapidly ris- 
ing number of infections in 
Vermont. 

Slowing the spread of 
COVID-19 has meant social 
isolation for many community 
members. It has also meant eco- 
nomic distress. In most cases, the 
best way to manage the public- 
health crisis has effectively closed 
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‘You have to be as 
vigilant as ever’ 


Christina Nolan, U.S. attorney for 
Vermont, discusses the kickback 
scheme that brought Purdue Pharma 
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along the edge of the Connecticut River, seen here in a photo taken from the island. | 


JEFF POTTER/COMMONS FILE PHOTO 


Despite pandemic’s shadow, Brattleboro’s 
downtown riverfront development 
projects are slowly mov 
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site of the museum’s new annex in this 2019 photo. 


to an $8 billion settlement, and 


Operation Fury Road, a tri-state 


law-enforcement collaboration 
to interrupt illegal trafficking 
of guns leaving Vermont 

and drugs coming in. 


By Joyce Marcel 


Vermont Business Magazine 


URLINGTON—The 

COVID-19 pandemic 

may have pushed public 

attention away from the 
opioid epidemic, but Christina 
E. Nolan, the U.S. attorney for 
Vermont, says her office has kept 
up the heat on the drug trade, 
both legal and illegal. 

In a Nov. 6 interview with 
Vermont Business Magazine, 
Nolan discussed two federal 
cases that were resolved in 


October that addressed both 
sides of the opioid trade. 

The biggest was an $8 billion 
settlement with Purdue Pharma, 
the makers of OxyContin, after 
federal authorities in Vermont 
discovered the pharmaceutical 
company was involved in a kick- 
back scheme designed to boost 
sales of the drug. 

On the illegal drug front, 
federal, state, and local law- 
enforcement agencies from 
Vermont and Massachusetts re- 
cently completed an 18-month 
operation that targeted the 


US. 
Attorney 
Christina 
Nolan is 
interviewed 
in her 
Burlington 
office. 


“guns-for-drugs” pipeline — 
guns from Vermont going 
south, drugs from southern New 
England going north — which 
has long been a problem in the 
communities along Interstate 91. 

Nolan said that the exercise 
— “Operation Fury Road” — 
has resulted in the prosecution 
of 82 defendants in federal court 
for charges related to drug traf- 
ficking, unlawful possession of 
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Bob Stevens of M&S Development, left, and Brattleboro Museum & Art 
Center executive director Danny Lichtenfeld pose before the proposed 
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firearms, using firearms in fur- 
therance of drug trafficking, and 
other federal criminal violations. 

“About 55 percent of our work 
is drug-related,” said Nolan. 
“Obviously, we have a drug cri- 
sis in Vermont. And we have an 
opioid epidemic. And unfortu- 
nately, we’ve got other drugs that 
are presenting challenges. So I’ve 
had to focus on that.” 
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Living Christmas Trees! 
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R. JOHN & CO. 
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By Randolph T. Holhut 


The Commons 


RATTLEBORO—It might be hard 
to imagine now in the midst of the 
social, medical, and economic 
fallout of the global COVID-19 
pandemic. 

But allow yourself to imagine what the 
downtown waterfront area could look like 
four years from now. 

If everything falls into place, a gleaming 
new annex to the Brattleboro Museum & 
Art Center (BMAC) will emerge at the foot 
of Main Street. 

A new Amtrak station on Depot Street 
will offer parking and full access for mo- 
bility-impaired train passengers. 

Once Amtrak moves out of its current 
quarters in the basement of BMAC, the 
vacated space could be used for anything 
from a creemee stand to a downtown visi- 
tors’ center. 

When the long-delayed new Hinsdale- 
Brattleboro highway bridge over the 
Connecticut River is finally completed, the 
two existing green century-old iron bridges 
will become a pedestrian gateway to hiking 
trails, a wildlife area, a kayak launch, and 
a variety of other activities on the historic 
former home of Island Park. 

All these things could become reality by 
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A simple plan 

The opioid battle is one with 
many fronts, one of them being 
the abuse of prescription drugs. 

“I’ve met so many people 
whose addiction started with 
OxyContin,” Nolan said. 

So when Owen Foster, 
an assistant U.S. attorney in 
Nolan’s office, discovered that 
in 2016, Purdue Pharma paid 
Practice Fusion Inc., a San 

@ SEE NOLAN, A3 
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Recognizing that a vigorous ex- 
change of ideas and information 
allows democracy to function and 
is the lifeblood of a community, 
Vermont Independent Media: 
«creates a forum for community 
participation, 
* promotes local independent 
journalism, 
¢ fosters civic engagement by 
building media skills 
through publication of The 
Commons and commonsnews.org, 
and through the Media Mentoring 
Project. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Michael Bosworth, MacLean 
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ABOUT THIS NEWSPAPER 
The Commons is a nonprofit commu- 
nity newspaper published since 2006 
by Vermont Independent Media, Inc., 
a nonprofit corporation under section 
501(c)3 of the federal tax code. 

The newspaper is free, but it is sup- 
ported by readers like you through 
tax-deductible donations, through ad- 
vertising support, and through support 
of charitable foundations. 

The paper is published weekly, with 
early production schedules scheduled 
for most fifth Wednesdays of the month. 
In 2020, papers will be published early 
on July 29, Sept. 23, and Dec. 30. 


SUBMITTING NEWS AND TIPS 
We welcome story ideas and news 
tips. Please contact the newsroom at 
news@commonsnews.org or at (802) 
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VOICES 
The Commons presents a broad range of 
essays, memoirs, and other subjective 
material in Voices, our editorial and com- 
mentary section. We want the paper to 
provide an unpredictable variety of food 
for thought from all points on the polit- 
ical spectrum. 

We especially invite responses to ma- 
terial that appears in the paper. 

We do not publish unsigned or anon- 
ymous letters, and we only very rarely 
withhold names for other pieces. When 
space is an issue, our priority is to run 
contributions that have not yet appeared 
in other publications. 

Please check with the editor before 
writing essays or other original sub- 
missions of substance. Email: voices@ 
commonsnews.org. 

Editorials represent the collective 
voice of The Commons and are written by 
the editors or by members of the Vermont 
Independent Media Board of Directors. 

The views expressed in our Voices 
section are those of individual con- 
tributors. Bylined commentaries by 
members of the Vermont Independent 
Media board of directors represent 
their individual opinions; as an orga- 
nization, we are committed to provid- 
ing a forum for the entire community. 
As a501(c)3 nonprofit organization, 
Vermont Independent Media is legally 
prohibited from endorsing political 
candidates. 


ADVERTISING 
Your advertising directly supports a better 
newspaper. The open display advertising 
rate is $16.50 per column inch, and The 
Commons offers discounts. To place your 
ad, contact the advertising coordinator at 
ads@commonsnews.org. 

Advertising files can be saved as PDF 
(press-ready setting), EPS (with fonts 
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pixels per inch), or printed as black-and- 
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We can design your ad, and you 
should not hesitate to ask us to do so. 
We love helping our clients. 


DISTRIBUTION 

The Commons distributes 6,750 copies 
per issue to 250 drops in almost every 
Windham County town, as well as in 
neighboring towns in Windsor County 
(Vt.), Cheshire County (N.H.) and Franklin 
County (Mass.). Please get in touch 
(circulation@commonsnews.org) if 
you would like us to consider adding 
your business. 





Without our volunteers, this 
newspaper would exist only 
in our imaginations. 
Special thanks to: 

Simi Berman, Diana Bingham, 
Jim Maxwell, 

Bevan Quinn, Gino Palmeri, 
Barbara Kono, Beth McKinney, 
Anne Koplinka-Loehr, Rob Bertsche, 
Barbara Evans, Stephen Phillips, 
Jon Potter and LatchisArts, 
Jon Mack and 
Hooker-Dunham Theater & Gallery 
Emily Cox and Henry Rathvon 
In memoriam: 

Alan O. Dann 
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the end of 2024. 

However, as with any project 
— let alone four of them — the 
devil is in the details of planning, 
funding, and solidifying public 
support. 

But all of these projects are in 
varying states of progress, and to- 
gether constitute a major make- 
over for a long-neglected part of 
Brattleboro. 


BMAC expansion 
still a go 

In November 2019, BMAC 
Executive Director Danny 
Lichtenfeld and Bob Stevens of 
M &S Development formally 
unveiled plans for a multi-story, 
$30 million expansion of the 
museum. 

A proposed 55,000-square- 
foot building would anchor the 
area of lower Main Street where 
the Barrows Block and a former 
electric generation plant on 11 
Arch St. now stand. The com- 
plex would offer 24 new hous- 
ing units, three floors of gallery 
space, and commercial space. 

In an interview with The 
Commonslast week, Lichtenfeld 
said BMAC had raised about $3 
million as of February. Then the 
pandemic hit, and the museum 
“had to put a pause on active 
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FROM SECTION FRONT 


fundraising,” he said. 

With the world “obviously 
changing, and changing in big 
ways around us,” Lichtenfeld 
said BMAC has re-evaluated its 
plans after talking with everyone 
involved in the project over the 
past few months. 

“We decided to reach and see 
if our plans were still worthwhile 
and viable,” he said. “As a result, 
we made some minor adjust- 
ments, but the project is pretty 
much going forward as it was en- 
visioned a year ago.” 

Lichtenfeld said a good deal 
depends on the nation getting 
some control over the spread of 
COVID-19 and the realization of 
the economic recovery expected 
to follow once the pandemic 
eases and life starts returning 
to normal. 

“But the overwhelming mes- 
sage we got was that the need for 
this project is as great now as it 
was before,” he said. “Our inten- 
tions and commitment are just as 
strong as they were last year, but 
we won’t know until we exhaust 
every avenue of funding.” 

The funding plans for the 
project remain a mix of chari- 
table gifts, private equity and 
financing, and state and federal 
tax credits and grants. The same 
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An artist’s rendering of the 
proposed annex for the Brattleboro 
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The town-owned “Archery Building” on Depot Street and the parking area that will 


be site of Amtrak’s new railroad station in Brattleboro. 


formula was used to finance the 
rebuilding of the Brooks House 
after a devastating fire in 2011. 


A surprise from 
Amtrak 

The only passenger train that 
serves Brattleboro, Bellows 
Falls, and points north along 
the Connecticut River corridor, 
Amtrak’s Vermonter, suspended 
service in March due to the pan- 
demic. But the daily train that 
runs between St. Albans and 
Washington, D.C., should re- 
sume in Vermont as soon as the 
railroad deems it safe to do so. 

And, when that happens, a 
new train station and passenger 
platform might be waiting for it. 

On Nov. 19, Amtrak an- 
nounced that it is in discus- 
sions with the town, the New 
England Central Railroad, 
and the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation on a proposed 
$4.5 million station to be built 
on Depot Street across from the 
current station. 

The plan includes a new 
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The Anna Hunt Marsh bridge, built in 1920, will be 
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replaced by a modern highway bridge downstream by 
2024. The span would then be limited to pedestrian and 


bicycle traffic. 


1,300-square-foot station 
building that complies with 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) and a 345-foot long 
high-level boarding platform, as 
well as ADA-compliant ramps 
that go to the elevated platform. 
Construction could start as soon 
as the spring of 2022. 

The Brattleboro Development 
Review Board will meet online 
to look at the site plan for the 
station on Wednesday, Dec. 16, 
at 7 p.m. 

Lichtenfeld said the Amtrak 
announcement was the first he 
had heard about the proposed 
new station. “This is all new 
enough that we’re still thinking 
about what to do,” he said. 

The town owns the former 
Union Station building, con- 
structed in 1909, which has 
served as BMAC’s home since 
1972, so it will have a say in 
what happens to the space when 
Amtrak moves out. 

“We haven’t had any conver- 
sations yet, but a new station 
is a welcome development,” 
Lichtenfeld said. “What could 
go in there would contribute to 
the overall scene.” 


Bridges old and new 

Work is expected to begin next 
summer on the new $60 million 
Hinsdale-Brattleboro bridge to 
replace the Anna Hunt Marsh 
and Charles Dana bridges that 
currently connect Brattleboro 
to Hinsdale, N.H. 

The new bridge, located about 
1,000 feet downstream from the 
current bridges, is expected to be 
completed by the end of 2024. 
The Marsh and Dana bridges, 
built in the 1920s, would then be 
decommissioned and converted 
to pedestrian and bicycle use. 

Many proposals are circulat- 
ing for what should be done with 
the bridges and the island in the 
middle of the Connecticut River 
that they connect to. 

The Existing Bridges 
Subcommittee of the Hinsdale- 
Brattleboro Bridge Project 
Advisory Committee was formed 
this year to begin the process of 
winnowing the many ideas for 
the Marsh and Dana bridges 
into a plan that is both feasible 
and fundable. 

The Southwest Region 


Planning Commission, based 
in Keene, N.H., is also involved 
in the process, as well as the 
Vermont and New Hampshire 
transportation agencies and the 
Windham Regional Commission. 

Taken together, the individual 
projects — the bridges, the train 
station, and the museum expan- 
sion — constitute the final pieces 
of a nearly three-decades-long 
process to revitalize the south 
end of downtown Brattleboro 
and reconnect the town with 
its river. 

Previous work in 2012 gave 
a makeover to the area with 
the demolition of the former 
Brattleboro Gasworks and 
Scalehouse, making way for a 
community park. The project 
was 20 years in the making. 

One original part of that proj- 
ect — revitalizing the Archery 
Building — remains unrealized. 

The town purchased the 
1%-story building in 2006 as 
part of the previous efforts. An 
environmental assessment found 
the building “to have historic 
significance,” according to the 
2018 update of the Brattleboro 
Town Plan. 

The building, so named be- 
cause it most recently was the 
site of an archery and outdoor 
retail outfitter, is believed to have 
been the first railroad station in 
town, which operated there from 
1849 to 1885. 

“Since the property was pur- 
chased using federal [Federal 
Transit Administration] funds, 
any action to demolish the struc- 
ture will require further study,” 
the Town Plan notes. “The 
building is currently vacant and 
in need of rehabilitation if it is 
to remain.” 

In 2013, after the town sought 
proposals for use of the property, 
alone proposal from artists and 
entrepreneurs Natalie Blake and 
Randi Solin fell through. 

Blake and Solin told The 
Commons in 2013 that renova- 
tions, estimated at $500,000, 
would have been too costly for a 
space that they would not have 
owned for 14 years. 

“None of this is easy,” said 
Lichtenfeld. “The impor- 
tant thing is to stay optimistic. 
Brattleboro has a lot to look for- 
ward to.” 
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Firearms seized during Operation Fury Road, an 18-month, multi-agency operation 
that resulted in charges against 82 defendants. 


Nolan 


Francisco-based electronic 
health-records company, to 
create an alert system in its soft- 
ware to boost Purdue’s prescrip- 
tion sales, Nolan knew it would 
be something big. 

“Purdue paid Practice Fusion 
nearly a million dollars to have 
prompts installed in the soft- 
ware that the health care doctors 
would see while they were treat- 
ing a patient,” Nolan said. “It 
encouraged the doctors to focus 
more on pain and to potentially 
select Purdue’s extended release 
opioids, like oxycodone, as treat- 
ment, even when it wasn’t medi- 
cally necessary or appropriate.” 

The messages were “a clini- 
cal suggestion” —which can be 
“perfectly legal,” she said, “if 
such alerts or prompts are “clini- 
cally based.” 

“But this was an opioid profit 
generator masquerading as a 
clinical tool,” Nolan said. “This 
was a form of influence and, I 
would argue, manipulation.” 

“It was subtle. They knew 
they couldn’t advertise it as a 
profit generator. They sort of 
had to masquerade it as a clini- 
cal function. But, yes, over time, 
certain doctors were influenced. 
The doctors who received the 
prompts prescribed extended- 
release opioids at a higher rate 
than those that did not.” 

Foster and another assistant 
USS. attorney, Michael Drescher, 
spent two years on the investi- 
gation, starting in August 2018. 
Nolan would not talk about the 
specifics of how they did their 
work, but was pleased with what 
it accomplished. 

Earlier this year, Nolan 
reached a $145 million settle- 
ment with Practice Fusion to 
resolve claims against that com- 
pany stemming from the kick- 
back scheme. 

And her office’s work soon 
led the federal settlement last 
month, where Purdue agreed to 
plead guilty in a federal court in 
New Jersey to two counts of con- 
spiracy to violate the federal anti- 
kickback statute, plus charges of 
conspiring to defraud the federal 
government and the Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act. The company 
will also pay more than $8 billion 
in civil penalties. 

“To be able to be to be in 
one of the smallest offices in the 
country, with comparatively few 
resources, and get a conviction of 
that company, that’s something 
we're very proud of,” said Nolan. 

And she also hopes this case 
“sends a message to Big Pharma 
and Big Tech that we do have the 
determination and the talent and 
resources to investigate these. 
And we’re hoping it stops this 
from happening again.” 

“Remember, these are opi- 
oids causing addictions that 
sometimes end in death,” she 
said. “You can’t do one of these 
prompts just based on selling 
your opioids. It has to be based 
in medicine.” 


Small-town guns, 
big-city crimes 

In April 2019, Nolan stood 
in the briefing room of the 
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Brattleboro Police Department. 
Flanked by representatives of 
federal, state, and local law en- 
forcement, she spoke to reporters 
on the results of a series of drug 
raids in the region. 

“We are coming after 
those who prey on the lives of 
Vermonters by peddling poison 
and profiting from addiction,” 
Nolan said at the news briefing. 
“T promise we will be relentless.” 

Nolan also issued this warn- 
ing: “If you are on Interstate 91 
north headed for Brattleboro or 
St. Johnsbury or anywhere else in 
the state with drugs, turn around 
and go home. You will be tar- 
gets of collaborative investiga- 
tions, criminal charges, and stiff 
penalties. And, by that, I mean 
jail time.” 

But that threat turned out to 
be just a small preview of a much 
bigger investigation. 

Operation Fury Road included 
three law-enforcement surges 
around Vermont, during which 
federal, state, and local law-en- 
forcement agencies flooded into 
communities hit hard by the ef- 
fects of the opioid epidemic. 

The surges targeted drug 
and firearm trafficking in the 
Brattleboro area, in April 
2019; the Northeast Kingdom, 
in November 2019; and the 
Rutland area, in January 2020. 
They involved law-enforcement 
agencies at all levels in Vermont, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut. 

“We asked them for help stop- 
ping drugs, deadly drugs, from 
coming to Vermont,” Nolan said. 
“We asked them for help inter- 
dicting dealers before they get 
here. We have to help them when 
it comes to Vermont guns [that 
were] illegally acquired ending 
up in crime scenes in their cities, 
which happens too frequently.” 

During Operation Fury Road, 
Nolan said law enforcement 
seized 128 firearms and 7,511 
rounds of ammunition. Of those 
firearms, 57 were handguns. 

Several firearms were assault- 
style rifles and short-barreled 
weapons that were not regis- 
tered, as required by the National 
Firearms Act. Many of the fire- 
arms had been stolen from local 
Vermonters, purchased illegally 
at Vermont gun stores, or other- 
wise illegally possessed. 

In addition to the firearms, law 
enforcement also seized approx- 
imately 40,200 bags of heroin 
(which equates to approximately 
870 grams), 141 grams of bulk 
heroin, 1,489 grams of cocaine 
base, and 78 grams of powder 
cocaine. Much of the heroin 
seized during the operation was 
laced with fentanyl. 

While the opioid crisis 
has taken a back seat to the 
COVID-19 crisis, Nolan said 
she believes that the drug trade 
“hasn’t abated during COVID” 
and that during the pandemic 
“lockdown” period, “overdose 
deaths were actually up from the 
previous year.” 

She’s right. According to the 
Vermont Department of Health’s 
weekly opioid report, “As of 
Nov. 18, there have been 118 
opioid-related deaths among 





To place your legall/public notice/ 
ad, call 888-511-5150 or email 
ads@commonsnews.org 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC SALE: 


The following self-storage Cube contents 
containing household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by CubeSmart, 125 
Potter Industrial Drive, Westminster, 
VT 05158 to satisfy a lien on Friday, 
December 18, 2020 at approx. 12:00 pm 


at www.storagetreasures.com. 


Cube# W147, Anthony Pellerin; Cube# 
W206, Peter Garrett. 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC SALE: 


The following self-storage Cube contents 
containing household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by CubeSmart, 62 
Old Ferry Road, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
to satisfy a lien on Friday, December 
18, 2020 at approx. 11:00 am at www. 
storagetreasures.com. 


Cube #F07, Michelle Carrasquillo; Cube 
#114, Kathryn Rounds; Cube #L23, Krystal 
Waters. 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


Vermont residents. The num- 
ber of opioid deaths each month 
is higher than previous years.” 

Nolan added that “another 
thing that we have to be tuned 
into is that the isolation, based 
on the numbers, could be caus- 
ing people to turn to drugs even 
more than they were. And they’re 
getting them from somebody, so 
the dealing is still happening.” 

“We can’t take our foot off the 
gas even during the pandemic,” 
she said. “You have to be as vig- 
ilant as ever about crime during 
this time.” 

In her role as the state’s top 
federal law-enforcement official, 
Nolan said she takes the opioid 
crisis seriously and as something 
more than just a matter of violat- 
ing the law. 

“There need to be conse- 
quences,” she said. “And the 
message needs to be, ‘Don’t 
come to Vermont, if that’s what 
you're gonna do.’”” 

“We’re losing these precious 
lives to this poison, and people 
are profiting from it,” Nolan said. 
"It’s just wrong.” 


Commons News Editor Randolph 
T. Holhut contributed to this report. 
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AROUND THE TOWNS 


Meeting planned 
to preserve 
community garden 


PUTNEY — Green 
Commons of Vermont was 
formed to preserve a 1.2-acre 
plot of land located in the heart 
of town that, for more than a 
decade, has been home to the 
Putney Community Garden and 
the Putney Farmers’ Market. 

The Windham & Windsor 
Housing Trust (WWHT) is 
in the process of purchas- 
ing the parcels from Gateway 
Associates. This past summer, 
community members came to- 
gether because of its importance 
as an agricultural and commu- 
nity commons. 

The two organizations, work- 
ing together to create a commu- 
nity village, have agreed to divide 
the property. 

Green Commons will buy a 
parcel, thus keeping it a com- 
munity hub for the community. 
The organization is negotiating 
this deal, filing for nonprofit tax- 
exempt status, and preparing to 
launch a fundraising campaign 
to purchase the land. 

A forum with Green 
Commons board members on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9, from 7 to 
9 p.m., via Zoom will answer 
questions and concerns, cre- 
ate collaborative opportunities, 
and discuss the status of the land 
acquisition. 

To attend, email 
greencommonsvt@gmail.com to 
receive a meeting link. 


Putney monthly free 
produce distribution 


is Dec. 17 


PUTNEY — The Vermont 
Foodbank and the Putney 
Foodshelf’s monthly food drop 
of free produce and some non- 
perishables has been moved to 
Thursday, Dec. 17. 

The food is available from 
9:30 to 10:15 a.m. on Carol 
Brown Way (in front of Putney 


Meadows, the white building 
across from the Putney Food 
Co-op and the Fire Station). All 
are welcome. 

Because of COVID-19 pre- 
cautions, the food drop 1s drive- 
up service. Bags are provided. 


‘VeggieVanGo’ makes 
stop at Leland & Gray 


TOWNSHEND — On 
Thursday, Dec. 17, from noon 
to 1 p.m., in the lower park- 
ing lot at Leland & Gray Union 
High School, Grace Cottage 
Hospital will host the Vermont 
Foodbank’s VeggieVanGo free- 
food-distribution program. 

The hospital hosts the mobile 
food distribution truck at least 
once a month to help people ob- 
tain fresh fruits and vegetables. 

All are welcome, and no proof 
of eligibility is required. Call 802- 
365-9109 for more information. 


Master Gardener 
classes begin soon 


BURLINGTON — Whether 
your interests lie with food pro- 
duction, fruits, or flowers, you 
can expand your home horti- 
culture knowledge by enroll- 
ing in the upcoming University 
of Vermont (UVM) Extension 
Master Gardener course. 

The 16-week non-credit on- 
line course runs from Friday, 
Jan. 8, 2021 through the week 
of Friday, May 21, 2021. 
Enrollment is open to garden- 
ers of all levels of expertise who 
want to learn about vegetable 
gardening, annuals and peren- 
nials, sustainable landscaping, 
pollinator gardens, entomology, 
and the care of trees, shrubs and 
lawns, among other topics. 

UVM faculty and green-indus- 
try experts will present informa- 
tion through recorded lectures, 
live webinars, discussion forums, 
and other weekly activities. 

Participants should have ba- 
sic computer skills and expect 
to spend up to five hours a week 
on coursework, assignments, 


Rockingham Old House 
Awards winners named 


ROCKINGHAM— 
The Historic Preservation 
Commission has announced 
winners of the 2020 Old House 
Awards, which recognize town 
property owners who are main- 
taining and restoring their his- 
toric homes and commercial and 
industrial buildings. 

Eligible properties are older 
homes and businesses that have 
been renovated, painted, or oth- 
erwise enhanced on the exterior 
in the past five years. 

Brass plaques are distributed 
to the winners: 

¢ Susan F. Allen and Jill A. 
King, owners of 24 South St., 
Bellows Falls. The home is a 
Queen Anne victorian built in 
1913. 

¢ Rebecca and Matthew Allen, 
owners of 116 Westminster St., 
Bellows Falls. The home is a 


country cottage built in 1880. 

¢ Charles and Tina Niedbala, 
owners of 52 Griswold Dr., 
Bellows Falls. The home is a 
mid-century modern built in 
1958. 

¢ Raymond and Virginia 
Massucco, owners of 90 
Westminster St., Bellows Falls. 
The commercial property of a 
classic 19th-century design was 
built circa 1800 and expanded 
in 1890. 

¢ Robert McBride, owner of 
95-99 Rockingham St., Bellows 
Falls. A multi-family residential 
property originally built circa 
1820 in a Cape Cod-style with 
vernacular add-ons. 

Those with properties receiv- 
ing honorable mention: Jennifer 
Gurley of Rockingham Roasters, 
3 Rockingham St., Bellows Falls; 
the Wallace Family, 10 Grove 


Your local sources for 
home improvement 










PLUMBING & HEATING 


SERVING THE BRATTLEBORO AREA 
WITH RELIABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL 
- BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING 

- COMPLETE HEATING SYSTEMS 

- WATER PUMPS & SYSTEMS 


802-254-4963 


See Ses 
WEST BRATTLEBORO 


J= = lil Ls ‘ (} 
%¢ “vaw 
Pay 
PAVING, TAR 
& STONE 


i 
err Your 
Paving Projects 
pet 
or ea ae 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Seal Coating and Crack Filling 
Utility & Road Construction 
General Sitework 
Joel Porter Jr. * dmipavinginc@comcast.net 
103 Frost Place, P.O. Box 1053 
Brattleboro, VT 05302 


493 Stebbins Rd. 
Cet dake): na 
802-490-9771 


vernonselfstoragevt.com 


Septic Tank Pumping 
e) Portable Toilet Rentals 


St., Saxtons River; John and 
Leslie Marston, Leslie’s, The 
Tavern at Rockingham; and 
Jayson and Marcie Dunbar, 19 
South St. 

Traditionally, the Historic 
Preservation Commission hosts 
an awards ceremony to publicly 
celebrate restoration and conser- 
vation efforts in town. The 2020 
gathering will be scheduled when 
COVID-19 restrictions permit. 

For more information about 
the awards contact Walter 
Wallace, town historic pres- 
ervation coordinator, at clg@ 
rockbf.org. 


and quizzes. 

Three separate tracks will be 
offered. Track 1 is for gardeners 
seeking certification asa UVM 
Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteer, which requires a 40- 
hour internship after completion 
of the course. 

Gardeners interested only 
in studying home horticul- 
ture can take Track 2 to earn 
a Vermont Certificate of Home 
Horticulture. 

Track 3 covers the same infor- 
mation as the other two tracks 
but is entirely self-paced with no 
certification. 

The deadline to register is 
Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. The fee is 
$400 for Vermont residents or 
$550 for non-residents. Partial 
scholarships are available for 
Vermonters, with applications 
accepted until Thursday, Dec. 
31. 

To register, or for information 
about financial aid, visit go.uvm. 
edu/mastergardener. 

To request a disability-related 
accommodation to participate, 
contact Beret Halverson at beret. 
halverson@uvm.edu or 802-656- 
1777 by Sunday, Dec. 20. 

For more information, con- 
tact the UVM Extension Master 
Gardener Program Office at 802- 
656-9562 or master.gardener@ 
uvm.edu. 


HELP 
WANTED 


an 
Thompson House 


JOIN OUR TEAM 


FULL TIME 3-11 LNA 
$1000 SIGN ON BONUS 


FULL TIME 7-3 LNA 


PER DIEM NURSES & LNA’S 
$750 SIGN ON BONUS 
with 24hr commitment 


PART TIME 11-7 NURSE 
$2,500 SIGN ON BONUS 


FULL TIME RN 
w/ management skills to match. 
$3,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
«Floor Nurse, with residents, 
7:00 - 3:00 x 3 days 
« Administrative duties, 
9:00 - 5:00 x 2 days 
«Weekends off, w/ on-call rotation 
- Competitive Wage 
« Generous Benefits 


Stop in, drop us a line, 
or email us If you want to 
come join our Team here at 
The Thompson House 
802-254-4977 
DNS@Thompsonhouse.info 
www.thompsonhouse.info 
EOE 





REAL 
ESTATE 


To place your 
real estate 

ad, call 888- 
$11-5150 or 
email ads@ 
commonsnews. 
org 





ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS! 


Brattleboro Housing 
Partnerships is accepting 
applications for 
3 bedroom apartments. 


To apply please contact 
Brattleboro Housing Partnerships 
802-254-6071 
Or apply online at 
bhp @brattleborohousing.org 


Equal Opportunity Housing 
A reasonable accommodation 
procedure is available for people 
with disabilities who wish to 
request modification in our 
programs, policies or procedures. 
TDD/TDY 802-254-6071 
Vermont Relay Service 
{800-253-0191} 


WESTGATE APARTMENTS 
BRATTLEBORO, VT 


WESTGATE APARTMENTS 
has a two bedroom apartment available. 


Rent is $703 and includes heat, hot water, 
snow removal and trash removal. 


Applicants must be income eligible. 


For more information and applications, 
please contact Stewart Property Management, 
802-257-7616 or download an application at 

www.stewartproperty.net ° 


6. 
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OPPORTUNITY 
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Obituaries 


¢ Charles Akley, 76, of 
Brattleboro. Died Nov. 24, 
2020 at Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital. He was born on March 
12, 1944 in Hartford, Conn., 
the son of Harold C. and Mary 
(Weldon) Akley, he attended 
schools in Vermont. After his 
schooling, he served in the 
Army. Following his service to 
his country, Charles worked in 
the area as a truck driver. Charles 
is predeceased by his parents, 
his wife, Judy, and his brother, 
James. Charles is survived by 
two daughters, Lynn and Lolly 
Ackley, and their mother, Chris 
Howe, and his sister, Donna 
Bell. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
Services will be held at the con- 
venience of the family. Fenton 
& Hennessey Funeral Home of 
Bellows Falls is assisting with 
arrangements. 

¢ Aurore L. Boyd, 89, 
formerly of Wilmington and 
Belleview, Fla. Died Nov. 
24, 2020 at Alpine House in 
Keene, N.H. Aurore was born 
in Brattleboro on June 25, 1931, 
the daughter of the late Lawrence 
Deneault and Elianne LeBlond. 
She graduated second in her class 
at St. Michael’s High School in 
Brattleboro and took some col- 
lege courses. She married the 
love of her life, Alfred (Mike) 
Lewis Boyd. in 1950. Mr. Boyd 
died in 1997, Aurore worked as 
a secretary for Dr. Wolf and Dr. 
DuMont, and for Wilmington 
High School. She loved Bingo, 
cards, family picnics, the color 
blue, butterflies, and watch- 
ing “The Opry” with her friend 
Kathy Welchel. She had a sharp 
wit, a tart tongue, and loved her 
family fiercely. Aurore is sur- 
vived by her children: Catherine 
“Cat” Moony (Mike) of Keene, 
Christine “Tina” Pike (Tony) of 
East Dover and Belleview, Fla., 
Michael Boyd (Sandi) of York, 
Pa., and Peter Boyd (Katie) of 
Wilmington. She is also sur- 
vived by 15 grandchildren, 24 
great-grandchildren, a great- 
great grandson, and her special 
niece Deb Boyd, who drove her 
from Florida to Vermont and 
back again for many years after 
Mike’s death. MEMORIAL IN- 
FORMATION: Funeral services 
for Aurore will be held at Covey 
Allen & Shea Funeral Home in 
Wilmington at a later date, with 
interment in Riverview Cemetery 
in Wilmington. Donations to 
the Wilmington Food Pantry, 
in care of Covey Allen & Shea 
Funeral Home, P.O. Box 215 
nares VT 05363. 

¢ James O. 
Gray, 80, of 
Williamsville. 
Died peace- 
fully on Nov. 
DNs 220: at 
Thompson 
House nursing 
home in Brattleboro, following 
a long illness. James was born on 
Nov. 29, 1939, in Williamsville, 
the son of Frank and Helena 
(Crowninshield) Gray. James at- 
tended Timson Hill Elementary 
School in Williamsville and 
Brattleboro Union High School, 
Class of 1957. James proudly 
served our country in the Army, 





serving in the Vietnam War, 
and was in the National Guard 
for several years as well. He was 
a member of American Legion 
Post 5. He was Newfane’s Road 
Foreman for more than 30 years 
and served on the Selectboard 
for more than 10 years. James 
was an active member of the 
South Newfane/Williamsville 
Volunteer Fire Department for 
more than 40 years, serving as 
an active firefighter and presi- 
dent of the organization. James 
was a true outdoorsman, work- 
ing in his vegetable gardens, 
proudly sharing his crops with 
family, hunting, bird watch- 
ing, and deep-sea fishing with 
his brothers. He was prede- 
ceased by his parents, his brother, 
Charles Gray, and his sister, Jean 
(Gray) Druke. He is survived 
by his brothers, David Gray 
of South Newfane and Edwin 
Gray and his wife, Christine, 
of Williamsville; his sister, Joan 
(Gray) Jones of South Newfane; 
and brother-in-law, Edward 
Druke of Newfane. Additionally, 
he is survived by many nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces, and 
grandnephews. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: James will be 
laid to rest in a private family 
ceremony in the cemetery on 
Beetlestone Hill in Williamsville 
at a later date. Donations to 
Grace Cottage Hospital, P.O. 
Box 216, Townshend, VT 
35353 or NewBrook Volunteer 
Fire Department, P.O. Box 77, 
Newfane, VT 05345. To share 
a memory or send messages of 
condolence, visit atamaniuk.com. 
¢ Josephine F. “Jo” Keefe, 
97, of Bellows Falls. Died 
Nov. 26, 2020 at the Vermont 
Veterans’ Home in Bennington. 
She was born on Sept. 4, 1923, 
to Earl and Mary (Tollerton) 
Fuller in Walpole, N.H. She 
was a graduate of Walpole High 
School, Class of 1943. Josephine 
proudly served in the Navy dur- 
ing World War II, stationed 
in Washington, D.C., as a de- 
coder. After the war ended, she 
married Daniel Keefe in 1946, 
a marriage lasting more than 73 
years. Jo, as she liked to be called, 
worked at Immanuel Church in 
Bellows Falls before going to 
work for, and retiring from, H.A. 
Manning Co. Jo enjoyed Bingo, 
crossword puzzles, and family 
gatherings. She was known for 
her beautiful crocheting, knit- 
ting, and needle work. She was 
predeceased by her parents; and 
three sisters, Agnes Bates, Mary 
Beam, and Geraldine Claflin. 
Surviving are her three sons, 
Eric (Molly) of North Carolina, 
Terrence (Ruth) of Bellows 
Falls, and Kevin (Corrinne) of 
Bellows Falls. Also surviving 
are six grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren, all of whom 
she loved dearly. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: There will be a 
graveside service in the Vermont 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery at 
a later date. 
¢ Minnie A. 
p - Mason, 90, 
of Hinsdale, 


[2y @y N.H. Died 
7 Nov. 30, 2020 
at Thompson 
House nurs- 


ing home in 
Brattleboro. Minnie was born 


MILESTONES 
Births, deaths, and news of people from Windham County 


in West Halifax on Oct. 14, 
1930, the daughter of William 
E. and Helen M. (Pease) Akeley. 
She was raised and educated in 
Halifax and was a graduate of 
Wilmington High School, Class 
of 1949. She had been employed 
in the housekeeping department 
at Eden Park Nursing Home 
(now Pine Heights) which she 
retired from in 1996 following 
many years of faithful service. 
Previously, she worked at the for- 
mer American Optical Company 
in Brattleboro. Strong in her walk 
of faith, Minnie was a member of 
West Brattleboro Baptist Church. 
In 1950, she was married to 
Stanley M. Mason, who prede- 
ceased her in 2004. Survivors 
include one sister, Edith King 
of Hinsdale, and many nieces, 
nephews, great nieces, and 
great nephews. She was pre- 
deceased by one son, Stanley 
Mason, Jr., and four brothers, 
Robert, Kenneth, Lawrence, and 
Raymond Akeley. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: Graveside com- 
mittal services were conducted 
Dec. 5 in Pine Grove Cemetery 
in Hinsdale. Donations to West 
Brattleboro Baptist Church, 979 
Western Ave., Brattleboro, VT 
05301. To share a memory or 
send messages of condolence, 
Visit atamaniuk.com. 

La a ° Robert 
Lae Be We T “Bob” 
Phillips, 74, 

, of Putney. Died 
Nov. 29, 2020, 
: | with his fam- 


y pus 
Gi. ily at his side, 

at the Vermont 
Veterans’ Home in Bennington 
following a period of declin- 
ing health. Bob was born in 
Milford, Mass., on Oct. 15, 
1946, the son of Raymond and 
Bessie (McKinney) Phillips. 
He was raised and educated 
in the Richford/Enosburg area 
of Vermont, attending public 
schools and was a graduate of 
Richford High School. He went 
on to proudly serve his country in 
the Army in the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade during the Vietnam War. 
He saw combat in Vietnam, was 
wounded in action, and received 
the Purple Heart. Bob worked 
for many years as a route driver 
for Leader Beverage Company 
in Brattleboro. Previously, he 
had worked as a machinist for 
Bridgeport Metal Goods in 
Hinsdale, N.H., and, for sev- 
eral years, he was a full-time 
firefighter for the Ascutney Fire 
Department. He was an ac- 
tive member and past com- 
mander of Townshend VFW 
Post 2428 and held member- 
ship American Legion Post 5 
in Brattleboro. A man of faith, 
he had attended the Calvary 
Chapel in West Townshend for 
several years. He enjoyed wood- 
working, working on classic and 
vintage cars, and time shared 
with his family, especially his 
grandchildren. He was first mar- 
ried to Mary Elizabeth Wyman. 
He later married Brenda Jane 
Swift in 1995 in Brookline. His 
wife predeceased him in 2018. 
Survivors include four sons, 
Robert Phillips II and his wife, 
Lisa, of South Newfane, Justin 
Smith and his wife, Kathy, of 
Brattleboro, Parry Smith-Phillips 
and his wife, Melissa, of Putney; 


Milestones are published as community news at no cost to families, thanks to financial support of our members 
and advertisers. Send them to news@commonsnews.org. 7 hough we ask that content for this column be sent by 
Friday at 5 p.m., we will do our best to include late obituaries. Please alert the newsroom at 802-246-6397 for 
post-deadline urgent submissions. We will always do our best to accommodate contributors 1n their time of grief. 


PETS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 














Make a friend 


WINDHAM COUNTY 
HUMANE SOCIETY 


for life. 


916 West River Road, 


Brattleboro, VT 


Our Barn Cat Program 


This program is designed to find homes for cats that would not do well living ina home. 

Barn cats benefit their caretakers! A barn cat is the safest way to control the rodent population 
in your barn. There are no poisons for children and pets to get into, no need to set nasty 
traps. And you get the satisfaction of giving them a much-needed home! WCHS staff will 
assist you while the cats settle into their new home and because they are already spayed 
or neutered, you don’t have to worry about kittens! 


We don't always have suitable cats available so we keep a waiting list and will fill your 


request as soon as possible. 


Barn cat placement increases in the summer and fall months. Filling out a survey is the 
first step to adopting. This information is important for us to select the proper cats for your 


situation. When we believe we have a match for you, we will contact you. 


Cats that are placed into our Barn Cat Program fall under four main categories: 


- Cats whose litter box habits are not consistent enough to be inside only cats 
- Cats who were found as strays & who may be too independent to live indoors 
- Cats who are shy/fearful of people & have experience outdoors 

- Cats who are feral or semi-feral and are too old to socialize 


802-254-2232 
View pets at: wchs4pets.org 


Hi there, I'm Potato! I'm a 
friendly and playful little kitten 
who came all the way from 
Florida to find my new home. 
| could probably learn to live 
with another cat, cat savvy dog 
or respectful children with the 
right introduction. All | want is 
a family of my own, can it be 
with you? 


We will not place cats who are best suited as house pets or kittens under 10 weeks of age. We often recommend placing barn cats 
as pairs when they are feral or semi-feral, and may require this with certain cats as these cats tend to be more successful in pairs. 
All cats are spayed/neutered, up to date on vaccinations, dewormed, on a flea/tick preventative and ear tipped/microchipped for 
identification purposes. If you would like to adopt a cat through this program, please fill out and return the Barn Cat Adoption Survey. 


Fees: 


While there is no set adoption fee for barn cats, we appreciate donations to help offset the cost of their medical care. 


If you live in Windham County, and are caring for feral or free-roaming outdoor cats, ask about our free Trap/Neuter/Return 
program by calling us at (802) 254-2232 and asking for Jessalyn, or email her directly at jessalyn@windhamcountyhumane.org. 


This space is graciously sponsored by: 


NEeSTOP 


Country Pet Supply 


onestopcountrypet.com 


648 Putney Road 


Brattleboro, VT 
802.257.3700 
149 Emerald St 
Keene, NH 
603.352.9200 


and Jonathan Smith-Phillips 
and his fiancée, Samantha, of 
Hinsdale. He is also survived by 
15 grandchildren and one great- 
grandson; one brother, Michael 
Wetherby of Burlington; a sis- 
ter, Jackie Meunier of Richford; 
and many nieces, nephews, great 
nieces and great nephews. Bob 
was predeceased by six brothers: 
Bruce, Richard, Butch, Donald, 
Irving and David; and a sister, 
Janice. MEMORIAL INFORMA- 
TION: Graveside committal ser- 
vices with full military honors 
will be conducted in the Vermont 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery 
in Randolph Center later in the 
spring of 2021 at a day and time 
to be announced. Donations to 
Disabled American Veterans, 
215 North Main St., White River 
Junction, VT 05001. To share 
a memory or send messages of 
condolence, visit atamaniuk.com. 
ae ° Mark 
Ye Pascal 
\— Schlefer, 98, 
of Putney. Died 
peacefully at 
© home on Nov. 
ees 2, 2020, sur- 
By rounded by fam- 
ily and fiends Mark was born on 
May 9, 1922 in New York City 
to Sara (Nacht) and John Jacob 
Schlefer. Of his early life in New 
York City, he spoke enthusiasti- 
cally about the Ethical Culture 
schools he attended, particu- 
larly the Fieldston School, where 
he began to develop his lifelong 
devotion to literature, history 
and argument. Much of what 
he read in high school he could 
still quote in the last years of his 
long life. The theory and prac- 
tice of education were of partic- 
ular interest and importance to 
him. He served on the boards of 
trustees of the Putney School, the 
Potomac School in McLean, Va., 
and on the Putney Town School 
Board, where he strongly advo- 
cated for a literature-based eth- 
ics class in each grade of school, 
beginning in kindergarten and 
running through high school. 
Mark attended Harvard College, 
where he met Marion King, the 
love of his life and wife of over 
70 years. He recalled that the 
first time he saw her walking to- 
ward him across the lawn, he fell 
in love. They married shortly 
after he graduated in 1943. He 
loved his college years, particu- 
larly his studies of American lit- 
erature, as well as his work on 
the Harvard Crimson where 
he found lifelong friendships. 
After college, Mark served as 
a navigator-bombardier in the 
Army Air Force in the European 
Theater of Operations, flying 36 
combat missions over Germany 
between 1943 and 1945. He re- 
ceived seven Air Medals and 
four Presidential Citations for 
his service. Like many veterans 
of World War II, he rarely spoke 
about his experiences in the war 
until in his 90s, when he wrote a 
memoir that included moving, 
harrowing, and sometimes hu- 
morous stories of those times. 
After he was discharged, he and 
Marion moved to Putney for a 
year while he taught American 
history at the Putney School, 
from which Marion had gradu- 
ated in 1939. They lived on a 
farm and had many stories of 
raising chickens — Mark bought 
one and, city boy that he was, got 
so excited when it laid an egg 
that he went out and bought 50 
chicks. Mark then returned to 
school, graduating from Harvard 
Law School in 1949. Mark and 
Marion moved to Washington 
in 1951 where he joined the law 
firm of Radner, Zito, Kominers 
& Fort, which later became Fort 
& Schlefer. The firm represented 
shipping companies and indus- 
trial corporations in their mari- 
time and ship financing matters 
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and others in proceedings before 
independent regulatory agencies 
and the federal courts. In his law 
practice, Mark frequently prac- 
ticed before the Federal Maritime 
Administration on behalf of his 
shipping clients. After being de- 
nied access to certain documents 
held by the agency, Mark became 
determined to make sure that this 
kind of secret law be stopped. 
He joined two other lawyers in 
drafting the original Freedom of 
Information Act and had a ma- 
jor place in obtaining its enact- 
ment. Mark’s love of the law and 
its application to wide ranges of 
problems, including some of the 
most intractable of our time, such 
as nuclear disarmament, led him 
in many directions. He founded, 
together with Lydia Katzenbach, 
the Negro (now Black) Student 
Fund. To quote from its website: 
“Established to racially desegre- 
gate the independent schools of 
the National Capital area, the 
Fund serves as an advocate for 
all black children and strives to 
assure that black students and 
their families have equal access to 
every educational opportunity.” 
Mark once said that this was the 
achievement that he was most 
proud of. During the years from 
1994 to 2004, Mark was a mem- 
ber and later Chair of the Board 
of the Lawyers Alliance for World 
Security, a nonprofit organization 
in Washington, D.C., dedicated 
to educating the public about the 
dangers of nuclear weapons and 
other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. The Lawyers Alliance was 
particularly active in promoting 
the Comprehensive Test-Ban 
Treaty and the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons. In 2005 
Marion and Mark moved to 
Putney full time to be nearer 
to their children. Both were 
active in the Putney commu- 
nity and made many friends. 
They lived in the farmhouse that 
Marion’s mother had bought 
in 1941. Mark shopped at the 
Putney Co-op most days and 
was well known for his ever- 
present bowties, brightly colored 
Irish tweed cap and his gregari- 
ous chiding people about their 
grammar. Mark served on the 
Boards of the Windham World 
Affairs Council and the Putney 
Affordable Housing Committee. 
He also pulled together a group 
of friends to form the “Gaggle,” 
a monthly gathering to dine and 
participate in discussions rang- 
ing from networking systems to 
epigenetics to Hawthorne and 
Dante. This became the center of 
his intellectual life in Putney. He 
also was devoted to the Supreme 
Fitness gym where he lifted 
weights and worked out, well 
into his nineties. He made friends 
with almost everyone he encoun- 
tered including on the supermar- 
ket line. He was also known for 
his classes in “How to make the 
Perfect Martini.” He is survived 
by his three children, Jonathan 
King Schlefer, of Jamaica Plain, 
Mass., and partner, Jane Baird, 
of London, England; Katharine 
Schlefer Dodge and her hus- 
band, Charles Dodge, of Putney, 
and Ellen Schlefer and husband, 
Michael Bicks of Durham, N.H, 
as well as three grandchildren, 
Maggie Dodge and Lucy and 
Molly Bicks, two step-grandchil- 
dren, Samantha Dodge and Baird 
Dodge and two step-great-grand- 
children. He was predeceased by 
his beloved wife, Marion King 
Schlefer and his brother, William 
Schlefer. MEMORIAL INFOR- 
MATION: A memorial celebra- 
tion will be held in the spring. 
Donations to the Black Student 
Fund, 3636 16th St., NW, 4th 
Floor, Washington, DC 20010. 
¢ Willard “Bill” Louis 
Steele, 71, of Wilmington. 
Died at home, surrounded by 
his family, on Dec. 1, 2020, 





after an 11-year 
+ battle with mul- 
tiple myeloma. 
Bill was born in 
~ 4) Copiague, N.Y., 
On: Aue: 12, 
1949. His child- 
hood included 
many dogs as his parents, Ivan 
“Jack” Glouster Wadsworth 
Steele and Mary Anne Steele, 
raised and showed Dachshunds 
and Great Danes. In many ways, 
Bill was like a great cup of coffee. 
Coffee has long symbolized in- 
tellect, creativity, and a touch of 
revolution. His confident stance, 
the way he never backed down, 
and his sheer authority will not 
be forgotten. Bill worked hard as 
a master electrician for 47 years. 
He takes with him an undefin- 
able amount of knowledge and 
a work ethic that can’t be quan- 
tified. His work boots, strong 
hands, and mind literally lit up 
the Deerfield Valley — a place 
he called home for 33 years and 
the world headquarters of Steele 
Electric. He remembered every 
one of the jobs he completed in 
Wilmington and surrounding ar- 
eas. Bill would want you to know 
the numbers that were impor- 
tant to him, starting with his six 
children: Patrick, Andrea, John, 
Elizabeth, Laura and Christine. 
His children loved being seen by 
his bright blue eyes, which shone 
when he talked about each of 
his children’s accomplishments 
with their careers and families. 
He’d also want you to know with 
pleasure that he was a grand- 
father to nine grandchildren: 
Magnus, Teagan, Lars, Erik, 
Aiden, Victoria, George, William 
and Olea. He’d want you to know 
of his one great love, Deb, whom 
he married on Sept. 26, 2020 af- 
ter 16 adventurous years of part- 
nership. He couldn’t have done 
any of it without her. Her care 
for him was a love song which 
they will continue to dance to 
beneath shining stars. Bill never 
collected objects, instead he col- 
lected memories with his family 
and friends both near and far. 
Like coffee, Bill’s sense of hu- 
mor was comforting, bold, and 
could warm you up from the in- 
side out. He was always telling 
stories that began with, “Well 
you know...” Countless memo- 
ries have been recalled of the way 
he would tell you something just 
believable enough that you’d go 
with it, only to hear his whistling 
laugh when you later figured out 
he was messing with you. He was 
the person his most recent dogs, 
Smokey and Ozzy, thought he 
was: sensitive, playful, caring, 
observant, and really great at lit- 
tering the yard with treats to hunt 
down. MEMORIAL INFORMA- 
TION: No services are planned. 
He never liked expiration dates, 
and so he went long before his 
time. To honor his life, sit and 
savor a cup of coffee (he took his 
with a splash of low-fat milk) and 
have a long conversation with all 
of those who mean the most to 
you. Donations to the Multiple 
Myeloma Research Foundation 
(themmrf.org). To send condo- 
lences to the family, or for more 
information, visit csnh.com. 
* Donald L. 








== in Townshend, 
- 4 following a long 
ilinees: Born Oct. 8, 1951 in 
Townshend, he was the son 
of Richard and June (Smith) 
Thomas. He was raised and 
educated in Vernon and at- 
tended Brattleboro Union High 
School. For many years, Donald 
was a heavy equipment opera- 
tor, employed by Larry Brown 
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Stop for a minute and imagine. 
You have no home. 
You are hungry. 


That’s why we are here. 


Groundworks Collaborative provides support to 
families and individuals facing real needs of 


food and housing. 


The challenges can be complex, 
but your support can be simple. 


We invite you to learn more 


and donate today. 


802-257-5415 


www.GroundworksVT.org 
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Construction in Londonderry. | Food funding 


Donald’s whole world was fam- 
ily and friends. He had a big 
heart and was always willing to 
help anyone if he could. Known 
for his sense of humor, he could 
always make people laugh, even 
in the roughest times. Donald 
is survived by his wife, Sandra 
(Adams) Thomas; his three sons, 
Donald Thomas, Jr. and his 
wife, Jessie, Adam Thomas and 
fiancée, Ivory King, and Mark 
Archer, Jr.; his two brothers, 
Richard Thomas Sr. and Mitchell 
Thomas; two sisters, Barbara 
Cutler and Sandra Atherton; five 
grandchildren and many nieces 
and nephews. He was prede- 
ceased by his daughter, Christie, 
and sister, Phyliss Holloway. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A 
Celebration of Life service, with 
burial in Oakwood Cemetery in 
Townshend, will be held in the 
spring or summer, at a time to 
be announced. Donations to 
Jamaica Fire & Rescue, P.O. 
Box 285, Jamaica, VT 05343, or 
Rescue, Inc., West Townshend 
Station, 6911 VT Route 30, 
West Townshend, VT 05359. 
To share a memory of Donald 
or send messages of condolence, 
Visit atamaniuk.com. 
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Grace 
Merren 
(Morton) 
“=. Wahlberg, 91, 
, of Brattleboro. 
Died peace- 
A | fully on Dec. 2, 
— 2020, with fam- 
ily at her side, in Brattleboro, 
where she had lived for her fi- 
nal two and a half years. Born 
in North Hollywood, Calif., to 
Hettie Good Morton and Carroll 
Tracy Morton on Jan. 24, 1929, 
she lived most of her life in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. She at- 
tended San Mateo High School, 
Pomona College, and Willamette 
University, where she met Orville 
James (O.J.) Sparrow, whom she 
married in 1948. She graduated 
from the University of California 
at Los Angeles in 1950, with a 
degree in English Literature. 
For the rest of her life, she was 
an inveterate reader of The New 
Yorker, fiction, mysteries, and, 
of course, the San Francisco 
Chronicle in its entirety every 
day. O.J. was a civil engineer so 
they moved frequently, finally 
settling in Kensington, Calif., in 
1958 to raise their five children. 
Grace was a tender mother who 
loved to laugh and managed the 
family chores with her character- 
istic wit and good spirits, com- 
ing up with funny quips and 
quotes and family nicknames. 
Berkeley’s All Souls Episcopal 
Church was at the center of her 
social and church-going life for 
60 years. She served for over 
50 years on the Altar Guild and 
sang in the choir. She also be- 
longed to Berkeley’s Town and 
Gown Club for 40 years, par- 
ticipating in plays, events and 
the book readings. She dearly 
loved her countless close friends 
and was a staunch support for 
them in times of trouble. With 
a beautiful alto voice, she was a 
regular member of the Faculty 
Wives Chorus at UC-Berkeley. 
She devotedly attended the San 
Francisco Symphony and vari- 
ous choral concerts and appreci- 
ated all kinds of music. She also 
loved travel and was inspired to 
take up photography, ultimately 
becoming an excellent photogra- 
pher, developing commissioned 
black and white portraits in the 
dark room until digital photog- 
raphy became her new passion. 
She and O.J. divorced in 1982 
and, in 1989, she married Sven 
Walhberg, a prominent Swedish 
environmentalist. With him, she 
travelled to Lapland, Bolivia, and 
China on environmental protec- 
tion projects, always returning 
with unique photos of people, 
especially children. Holidays 
with Sven inevitably included 
a lavish Swedish Smorgasbord, 





the economy. 

In October, Vermont 211, a 
free, around-the-clock statewide 
resource for connecting people in 
crisis to resources that can help, 
responded to 41 percent more 
calls than it did during the same 
month last year. 

Calls related to finding food 
have increased significantly, the 
agency reports. Referrals to food 
resources from June to October 
increased by 94 percent over the 
same time period in 2019. 

Even with the rollout of the 
first COVID-19 vaccines ex- 
pected by the end of December, 
it is expected that the pandemic 
will stretch well into 2021. 

And the emergency federal 
funding for Everyone Eats! is due 
to end on Dec. 31. 

The final Everyone Eats! meal 
distribution is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Dec. 30. Bonin said 
this program will go away un- 
less Congress passes a second 
round of emergency COVID-19 
funding. 

“Dec. 31 is the [funding] cliff 
that Congress has handed us 
without any sign of giving us 
more,” Bonin said. 

The Vermont Everyone Eats! 
Task Force is exploring other 
ways to fund the program, but 
its future remains uncertain, 
she said. 


A difficult winter 

As the money for Everyone 
Eats! and the Farmers to 
Families food-box program dries 
up, social-service organizations 
are preparing for winter. 

At their Dec. 2 meeting, mem- 
bers of the Windham County 
Hunger Council discussed win- 
ter food programs. 

The sturdiest such resource 
is 3SquaresVT, the state’s name 
for the federal Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program 


A5 


FROM SECTION FRONT 





OLGA PETERSIT HE COMMONS 


People line up on Flat Street for Everyone Eats! Thanksgiving food distribution on Nov. 25 in Brattleboro. 


(SNAP), still commonly known 
as food stamps. 

Sue Graff, a field director 
for the state Agency of Human 
Services working out of the 
Brattleboro District office, told 
fellow Hunger Council mem- 
bers that promoting 3SquaresVT 
is important right now because 
other programs are ending. 

People needing assistance 


signing up for 3Squares can 
call Southeastern Vermont 
Community Action (SEVCA) at 
802-722-4575 or 800-464-995 1 
Or Visit sevca.org/family-services/ 
food-stamp-outreach-3squaresvt. 
They can also visit hungerfreevt. 
org/how-do-i-apply, call 211, or 
text VFBSNAP to 855-11. 
According to information 
from Hunger Free Vermont, 
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Stephanie Bonin, left, organizer and Everyone Eats! hub director, talks with 
volunteers while Zach Hebert, center, of the Vermont Foodbank moves some food 
boxes during a Nov. 25 Thanksgiving food distribution in Brattleboro. 


and a lively party. She remained 
friends with Sven’s children, 
Gustav and Agneta, until the end. 
Grace was predeceased by both 
her husbands, her two brothers, 
Robert and Tracy, and by two of 
her sons, Timothy and Andrew. 
She is survived by two daughters, 
Lise and Kristen, and one son, 
Paul, as well as by nine grand- 
children and six great-grandchil- 
dren. She was, until the very end, 
filled with grace and good hu- 
mor. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
Funeral arrangements will be an- 
nounced at a future date. She will 
be interred at a later date with 
her parents in Oakland, Calif. To 
share a memory or condolence, 
Visit atamaniuk.com. 

* Daniel Wirta, 67, of 
Bellows Falls. Died on Nov. 10, 


2020 at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center in Lebanon, 
N.H. He was born on Oct. 
31, 1953, the son of Eino and 
Gertrude (Harrison) Wirta. He 
attended Newport (N.H.) High 
School and went on to become 
an auto mechanic. He was known 
as being a “jack of all trades” and 
could fix anything. He worked 
for Robertson Paper and Kelley 
Chrysler. He married Suzanne 
Denno in 1979. He leaves be- 
hind three sons, Eric and his 
wife, Jennifer, and Daniel and 
Dylan, all of Bellows Falls; his 
two sisters, Marilyn Gobin of 
Newbury, N.H., and Charlene 
Worrad of Newport, N.H.; his 
mother-in-law, Shirley Denno; 
and two grandchildren, Corey 
Wirta and Edward McCormack. 


Wilmington gets funding 


to create winter park, 


outdoor recreation 


WILMINGTON— 
Wilmington Works will use 
a $3,000 grant from AARP 
Vermont to create a winter park 
and provide recreation oppor- 
tunities at fields and trails at the 
Old School Community Center 
Recreation Field and Buzzy 
Towne Park. 

The downtown agency will be 
clearing a quarter-mile walking 
loop and organizing pop-up sea- 
sonal activities regularly through- 
out the winter. Temporary 
warming shelters will be set up 
in the baseball dugouts with 
benches and lighting. 

The grant funds Winter 
Placemaking Demonstration 
Projects, which “jump-start proj- 
ects that focus on creating public 
spaces and streets that are safe 
and accessible for everyone,” 
according to a news release an- 
nouncing the funding. 


The goal of the project is pro- 
viding safe, accessible gathering 
spaces outdoors for community 
members to enjoy. Activities will 
be created to address the needs 
of all age groups, ability levels, 
and interests. 

“This is an opportunity for 
these Vermont communities 
to start small by test-driving a 
process in the community with 
the expectation that the proj- 
ect will be further improved 
upon and refined over time and 
hopefully lead to permanent 
change to the built environ- 
ment,” Kelly Stoddard Poor of 
AARP Vermont said. 

The three winning proposals, 
from Burlington, Poultney, and 
Wilmington, were selected from 
a host of applications. 

This is the third year of 
AARP’s Placemaking Grant 
Program, which “aims to help 


communities build social capital 
that can help lead to permanent 
change that supports healthy, 
active lifestyles for people of all 
ages and abilities.” 

“We know that simple modi- 
fications can powerfully alter the 
health, economic, social, and 
ecological value of a commu- 
nity,” Poor said. “When commu- 
nity members and local officials 
can actually see and experience 
a new or altered space, they are 
better able to understand what is 
possible and how it can improve 
their community.” 

In support of these projects, 
AARP Vermont will provide 
technical assistance and public- 
ity support, as well as helping 
project leaders network with 
other local, regional, or state 
organizations. 


MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
Services will be private at the 
convenience of the family. 





Cemetery 
osure 


¢ The Brattleboro Recreation 
& Parks Department would like 
to announce that Morningside 
Cemetery is now closed for the 
winter. The cemetery will re- 
open in the spring of 2021 as 
weather permits. For more in- 
formation, call 802-254-5808. 


some Vermonters qualify for 
food stamps, yet they are not par- 
ticipating in the program. 

With the end of funding for 
the Everyone Eats! program on 
the horizon, Bonin said it’s im- 
portant to transition people who 
need support into long-term food 
programs. 

Bonin said she hopes commu- 
nity members will reach out to 


anyone they know who is strug- 
gling financially and encourage 
them to sign up for 3SquaresVT. 

That’s how neighbors can 
help one another right now, she 
added. 

“So, what we all did [on Nov. 
25] made a difference in 1,300 
people’s lives,” Bonin said, 
“and that’s who we are as a 
community.” 
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SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY! 


Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 


MOVE 
YOUR BODY 
EASE YOUR 
MIND 


NECCA is offering 

both in-person (with 
COVID precautions) and 
online classes so that 
you can bring fitness, 
joy, and creativity back 
into your routine! 


MORE INFO 


(802) 254-9780 
Brattleboro, Vermont 
necenterforcircusarts.org 


NECCH 


GENERAC 
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Spread holiday cheer 
at gig speed. 


‘Tis the season for fast, reliable Internet with top-notch coverage. With Xfinity, you can 
choose the speed that works best for you, all the way up to gig. Plus, Advanced Security 
is included at no extra cost with Xfinity xFi, so you can rest easy knowing that your 
connected devices are protected — just log in and activate through the Xfinity app. 

It's all powered by the largest gig-speed network outside the North Pole. 


Get started with Or pick your speed, 
Xfinity Internet for with options up to gig 


"39% 


No term contract required 


Enjoy 
calidad gq powerful 
Internet 
experience 


aiid 





600 Mbps 200 Mbps 





Equipment, taxes and other charges extra 
and subject to change. See details below. 


Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-xfinity or visit an Xfinity Store today. Xfi NM ty 


Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. Automatic payment and 
paperless-billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount will be 
discontinued. Offer ends 1/31/21. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance Internet 100 Mbps. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees extra, and subject to change during and after 
promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast's service charge for Performance Internet is $77.95/mo. (subject to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. 


For factors affecting speed, visit xfinity.com/networkmanagement. xFi and xFi Advanced Security require Xfinity Internet and compatible gateway. xFi Advanced Security activation requires Xfinity app login. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. 
NPA234019-0002 NED-WNE-SVCC-Holiday-V1 
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Action Plan takes 
another step forward 
as artists contribute 
strategies toward 
making creativity core 


to the state’s vitality 


By Olga Peters 


The Commons 


ONTPELIER— 

Three years from 

now, what is the 

one thing about 
Vermont’s creative economy 
that should be different? 

This was one of the ques- 
tions posed to participants of 
last week‘s IdeaJam from the 
Vermont Creative Network, an 
initiative of the Vermont Arts 
Council which organizations, 
artists, and creative profession- 
als statewide. 

Karen Mittelman, executive 
director of the Vermont Arts 
Council, asked the question in 
a breakout session focused on 
policy design during the online 
event. 

Members of Vermont’s cre- 
ative economy provided input 
into which strategies should 
earn the focus of the state’s first 
creativity-centered action plan. 

The Dec. 1 event was part 
of a series of online gatherings 
to build the Vermont Creative 
Network Action Plan. A fi- 
nal event, described as a “day- 
long meet-up to share results, 
plan actions, swap skills, and 
build connections,” takes place 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, at a time to 
be determined. 

Once complete, the plan will 
inform the network’s efforts to 
make arts, culture, and creativ- 
ity central parts of Vermont com- 
munities — like designing state 
and local policy that supports 


we is, * - = ii . 
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creative projects or businesses, 
to name one example. 

The draft plan also describes 
efforts to ensure that creative 
workers are engaged in lead- 
ership and community build- 
ing and receive entrepreneurial 
training. 


Strategies for action 

Writer, artist, and anthro- 
pologist Dana Walrath, based 
in Underhill, in Chittenden 
County, said that artists can help 
communities recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and called 
for “a real mind shift.” 

“Stories are how humans 
make connections to one an- 
other,” Walrath added. “They 
can be visual, verbal, just pure 
sound, music theater, [or] what 
have you, but this is how we form 
community.” 

“And if our state/country/ 
world is to recover, we have to 
create community and that’s 
what artists can do so beauti- 
fully,” she said. 

Walrath’s desire — for those 
in the creative fields to partici- 
pate in community projects and 
efforts to recover from the pan- 
demic — was a theme carried 
over from last month’s IdeaJam, 
which brought artists from across 
the state into regional conversa- 
tions about what they wanted for 
their creative lives and businesses 
(“Action plan for the arts sup- 
ports state’s creative economy,” 
News, Nov. 25]. 

While last month’s 
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VERMONT CREATIVE NETWORK 


Participants in the Vermont Creative Network’s IdeaJam were asked for their brief visions for a state that 


fosters a creative economy. 


discussion with 
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RACHEL PORTESI 


Andy Yoder with ”Overboard,” an installation his handmade replicas of Nike Air Jordans inspired by “The 
Great Sneaker Spill of 1990,” an incident in which five shipping containers containing 61,820 Nike sneakers 


were lost at sea. 


sneaker artist 


Andy Yoder’s “Overboard’ 
installation features replicas 
of Air Jordans made from 
recycled materials 


BRATTLEBORO— 
Artist Andy Yoder discusses 
“Overboard,” the Brattleboro 
Museum & Art Center (BMAC) 
installation of his handmade 
replicas of Nike Air Jordans, on 
Thursday, Dec. 10, at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom and Facebook Live. 

“Overboard” was inspired 
by what oceanographer Curtis 
Ebbesmeyer, an authority on 
flotsam, has called “The Great 
Sneaker Spill of 1990.” 

In that incident, 21 steel ship- 
ping containers were lost at sea 
during a storm. Of those, five 
contained Nike sneakers. Four 


of the containers broke open, 
releasing 61,820 into the wa- 
ters of the Pacific Ocean, and 
they started washing up onto 
the shores of Oregon. 

Introduced in the same year 
as the spill, the iconic sneaker 
became the template for Yoder’s 
showroom of 240 Air Jordan 5 
replicas, each one made from 
recycled packaging or promo- 
tional materials. 

“T hope the installation will 
bring attention to the impact of 
consumer culture on the envi- 
ronment, and more specifically 

@ SEE SNEAKERS, B2 
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conversations acted as an arena 
for creatives to meet peers in 
their region, the Dec. | event fo- 
cused on identifying strategies to 
be included in the action plan. 

Participants broke into nine 
groups, each focused on a dif- 
ferent strategy area: resources, 
education, policy design, munici- 
pal issues, community building, 
cross-sector collaborations, eq- 
uity and diversity, networking, 
and marketing. 

Each group tried to identify 
what its members felt was miss- 
ing in their focus area. 

In the breakout discussion 
focused on policy, participants 
talked about how artists and their 
work can be supported at the 
state level through policy. 

“If we succeed with this really 
ambitious action plan that we are 
shaping up right now, what’s the 
one thing you personally want to 
look different in Vermont three 
years from now, if we can really 
make some significant progress 
on policy change?” Mittleman 
asked. 

Matthew Perry, director of 
the Vermont Arts Exchange in 
Bennington, said he would like to 
see a percentage of annual state 
and municipal budgets allocated 
for the arts. 

The state could help munic- 
ipalities build cultural plans, 
similar to their Town Plans, that 
outline the community’s goals, 
he added. 

Charles Norris-Brown, 













GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE 





New on Sundays... 


Enchilada * 
Night! 


Choose between a meat or vegetarian 
enchilada, with rice & beans, sour cream 
& pico de gallo for $14 
Mexican beer & Margarita specials too! 


a writer and illustrator from 
Bellows Falls, pointed to the 
need for affordable housing and 
studio space for “fellow artists 
in this area who are really dirt 
poor” — a concept that he said 
was central to the overall success 
of a plan. 

“T think it is really important 
three years from now to be able 
to see that the state and the re- 
gion have been able to not only 
build up a cultural plan, but to 
put it into effect by finding ways 
to make it possible for artists to 
actually — not necessarily make a 
living as an artist — but at least to 
have the kind of support so that 
they do not need to give up their 
artwork,” Norris-Brown said. 

Kimberly Gilbert, a re- 
gional planner with Two 
Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional 
Commission in Woodstock, 
agreed with Norris-Brown. 

Secure and affordable physi- 
cal spaces are “extremely impor- 
tant,” she said. 

Musician Richard Ruane, 
from the Addison County town 
of Ripton, said health care was 
a big issue. Most creative work- 
ers have “spotty incomes.” 
This makes it hard for them 
to keep their health insurance. 
He also hoped that more fund- 
ing would be available to attend 
conferences and take advantage 
of professional development 
Opportunities. 

Walrath said she wanted to 
see more creative workers, who 
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FROM SECTION FRONT 


“excel at thinking outside the 
box and coming up with differ- 
ent creative solutions,” involved 
in policymaking. 

Despite this potential, creative 
workers “get brought in sort of 
as entertaining and decorations, 
or icing on the cake,” she said. 

Perry responded to Walrath’s 
comment, saying, “There’s a 
great saying that relates to this: 
‘If you’re not at the table, you’re 
on the menu.” 


Creatives can play 
critical roles in policy 

Based on a shared group 
Google Doc, which allowed 
multiple contributors from dis- 
parate locations to work simul- 
taneously, a theme of supportive 
infrastructure appeared. 

Creative workers need afford- 
able health care and housing. 
They also need stable fund- 
ing sources at the county and 
town levels. They need access 
to broadband. Artists also said 
they needed business and lead- 
ership training. 

The conversations around in- 
frastructure pointed to the over- 
lap between the creative sector 
and other areas of Vermont’s 
economy. 

While many IdeaJam attend- 
ees discussed how they felt left 
out of conversations around 
business or social issues, they 
said they face many of the same 
challenges as other sectors of the 
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Sneakers 


the health of the oceans,” 
Yoder said in a news release. 
“Overboard” has generated 
national and international in- 
terest in recent weeks, includ- 
ing coverage in The New York 
Times, Smithsonian, Sports 
Illustrated, Mashable, the Italian 
publication Artnbune, and the 
Austrian magazineSchaufenster. 
In an Observer article, Helen 
Holmes described Yoder’s 
sneakers as “both tongue- 
in-cheek and deadly serious; 
they’re as much engaging in 
consumer culture as they are 
rejecting it in search of some- 
thing more meaningful.” 
Yoder is a graduate of the 
Cleveland Institute of Art 
and attended the Skowhegan 
School of Painting and 
Sculpture in Maine. His work 
has been exhibited at the 
International Print Center 
New York, the Saatchi Gallery, 
the American Academy of Arts 


community. 

Perry, commenting that the 
arts in Vermont need a rebrand- 
ing, said he would like to see the 
word “artist” replaced with an- 
other descriptor. 

Mittelman said that she thinks 
the COVID-19 pandemic is help- 
ing to shift policymakers’ percep- 
tion of the arts. 

“It’s often very difficult for 
legislators who are confronted 


2021 COUPON BOOK 


VALUE $400. YouR cosT $45. 


ESTABLISHED 1995 


Smile, laugh & do great hair! 
735 Putney Rd, Brattleboro, VT ¢ (802) 257-5030 


You'lll md RABULOUS 


AtRAZTe TINA OI 


hy: STYLE 


a 


Frazier & Son @ 


FURWN 


If foe EE 


233 OLD HOMESTEAD HWY (RTE. 32, JUST SOUTH OF AIRPORT) SWANZEY, NH 


800-494-3876 * 603-352-0337 


ot ek a 
Monday-Friday 10-6 * Saturday 10-5 * Sunday 10-2 BS Elevetee! Conglamndl 


Lago oy 


5 


Get, 
= 





NE-342636 


and Letters, and the Reykjavik 
Art Museum, among many 
other venues. 

He has been commissioned 
to create work for numerous 
public installations, including 
for the Columbus Museum of 
Art, the ESPN Zone in New 
York, and Hilltop Montessori 
School in Brattleboro. He lives 
in Falls Church, Va. 

Unlike most works exhib- 
ited at BMAC, Yoder’s sneak- 
ers are available for purchase, 
with proceeds split between the 
artist and the museum. 

A number of the shoes 
feature local organizations 
and businesses, including 
The Putney School, Latchis 
Theatre, Sam’s Outdoor 
Outfitters, Whetstone Station, 
and Retreat Farm. Details are 
at brattleboromuseum.org. 

“This year has been chal- 
lenging for the Museum, as 
it has been for so many arts 


with dire economic problems 
and budget issues every day to 
think about the arts as some- 
thing that’s not just icing on the 
cake,” she said. 

But she is noticing that the 
conversations she’s having with 
lawmakers at the State House re- 
flect a shift from the perception 
that artists want money to the 
realization that the creative sec- 
tor can be part of the big picture 


532 Putney Road, Brattleboro 
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organizations,” said BMAC 
Director Danny Lichtenfeld. 
“Andy’s generosity is a wel- 
come boost at a time when 
some of our usual sources of 
revenue have evaporated.” 
“Overboard” was originally 
conceived and developed for 
CulturalDC’s Mobile Art 
Gallery. Due to COVID-19, 
the exhibit was unable to de- 


but as intended. 


Following its showing at 
BMAG, “Overboard” will re- 


turn to Washington, D.C., to 
be exhibited with CulturalDC 


in spring 2021. 


“Overboard” is on view at 
BMAC through March 6, 2021. 


To participate in Yoder’s talk over 


Zoom, visit bit.ly/591-sneakers. 


The event will also be broad- 


cast on Facebook live via the 


museum’s page (facebook.com/ 
brattmuseum). For more informa- 
tion, visit brattleboromuseum.org. 


of recovery from the pandemic. 

“T think it’s really important 
for all decisionmakers not to see 
the arts as just the people who are 
always coming with their hands 
out saying we need more fund- 
ing, we need more support, we 
need this, we need that, but in- 
stead, [as people who are] really 
critical to coming up with solu- 
tions,” Mittelman said. 
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Shop to Win! Earn stamps with purchases and fill 
a card for a chance to win prizes in our raffle. 
Drawing is on January 5th! 


Enjoy the Holidays...and Like BFDDA on Facebook 
for more chances to win! 
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Friends of Music 
at Guilford cancels 
holiday concerts 


GUILFORD—Friends of 
Music at Guilford (FOMAG) 
says it “regretfully” announces 
the cancellation of its annual 


safe to gather and enjoy music 
together again. 

FOMAG’s archive of record- 
ings — audio, with some video 
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L should be sorry tf I only entertained them. I wish to make them better. 
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acres of sunny level land surrounded by | 

woods and trails. A one level,one bedroom 7 a" 

house filled with light has a spacious feel 7 = 

within a compact, easy to maintain space. © 

The open kitchen and dining area opens | 

onto a generous deck which adds even § 

more space for summertime entertaining. Bee oe. 

ite lake hinamercmecy lines cece ral eu line's meres cement ee een 

and a wood stove for coziness in the winter. It is close to Putney village and Saxtons 
River with easy access to the interstate. Come take a look! $145,000 (MLS # 4833074) 


Messiah Sing and Christmas — of these events goes back for 
at Christ Church concerts, due many years, and selections will 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. It be made available on the organi- 
would have marked the event’s zation’s Facebook page, facebook. 
50th anniversary. com/FriendsOfMusicAtGuilford, 
FOMAG President Jenifer along with photographs and 
Ambler says the board and per- other memorabilia. 
formers hope to be able to re- Finally, during this time, 
sume both holiday traditions FOMAG continues to welcome 
in 2021, as well as FOMAG’s_ donations at bit.ly/591-fomag. 
other annual events, once it is 
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MOVE RIGHT IN - to this 55 and over one level 


condo close to town. Enjoy easy living in this south facing, 
sunny condo. Open plan kitchen/living room/ dining. 
Large bedroom with ample storage, and high ceilings 
throughout give this home avery spacious feel. The unit 
is on the second floor and can be accessed by carpeted 
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Québec trio ET.E. performs 
livestream concert 


Halcyon Arts presents E.T.E. 
as part of its live Streaming 
World at Home concert series on 
Saturday, Dec. 12, at 7:30 p.m. 

The trio offers bold and re- 
fined arrangements of pieces 
from the traditional Quebec and 
Acadian repertoire, as well as 
original compositions. 

Awarded the OPUS prize for 
“Discovery of the Year 2017- 
18,” among the many other 
accolades they’ve received 
since their first album release 


in 2017, E.T.E. are Elisabeth 
Moquin (fiddle, step-dancing, 
vocals), Thierry Clouette (bou- 
zouki, podorythmie, vocals), and 
Elisabeth Giroux (cello, vocals). 

The trio offers vocal har- 
monies, deep groove, and rich 
instrumentation creating a 
show experience that celebrates 
the joie de vivre of Québecois 
culture. 

The cost of the concert is $8- 
$10. Visit bit.ly/591-ete for tickets 
and more information. 
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interior stairs or elevator. Enjoy the in unit full sized 
washer and dryer, walk in shower, well kept grounds, a 
common room, library, and exercise room. $2,000 carpet 
allowance with acceptable offer. Unit has been profes- 
sionally cleaned. Priced well below the town assessment 
this one won’t last. $132,000 (MLS # 4840489) 
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Three Trees 
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(SEASONAL SUNDAY HOURS, 12PM - 4PM) 


Vermont Hempicurean is 
dedicated to supporting local 
hemp farmers with Farm to 
Body CBD infused solutions 


Small local shop featuring 
crafts and products made by 
local vendors. 








CHRISTMAS TREES for people and their pets. Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
will be available the day be aa 
after Thanksgiving. ———— VT Hempicurean.com »———— 







All proceeds from Christmas Tree 
sales will benefit the Guilford 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
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“Gardens are not made by singing 
‘Oh, how beautiful’ and sitting in 
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Great returns 
hard work 


Planning for your future can feel daunting and 
uncertain. We work with you and help you to 
realize the best outcomes for all of the effort 
and sacrifice you're making for the future. 

It all starts with a conversation—let's talk. 
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encourages you to support your neighbors and 7% Pp ARK PL ACE 


your community by shopping and dining locally. ® iviwial Adele 
Happy Holidays from all of us 


at The Richards Group. 221 Main Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301 | (802) 257-7766 


108 East Main Street, Wilmington, VT 05363 | (802) 464-7504 
viplanners.com 


The 
Richards Group 


FINANCIAL, INSURANCE & HR SOLUTIONS 


The financial advisors of Park Place FA offer securities and advisory services 
through Commonwealth Financial Network®, member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered 
Investment Adviser. Brattleboro $ & Lis not a registered broker-dealer or Registered 
Investment Adviser. Brattleboro S$ & Land Commonwealth are separate and 
unaffiliated entities. 


(800) 222-6016 
TheRichardsGrp.com 


INVESTMENTS ARE NOT FDIC-INSURED, NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK AND 
MAY GO DOWN IN VALUE. 
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Roll up the 
rug for a 
musical 


Cause 


Vermont Fazz Center 
hosts a livestreamed 
swing dance benefit for 


VFC's Scholarship Fund 


Brattleboro 
T CAN YOU 

bo on a chilly 

December eve- 

ning after finish- 
ing a hearty winter meal? How 
about joining the Vermont 
Jazz Center community for a 
livestream, virtual swing dance 
with your sweetie? 

So roll up the rug, put on 
your dancing shoes, and pre- 
pare your favorite beverage in 
anticipation of a night of swing- 
ing, danceable music. 

On Saturday, Dec. 12, at 8 
p.m., we at the Vermont Jazz 
Center will present our annual 
swing dance gala. Formerly 
scheduled as a concert with 
Wanda Houston and the VJC 
7, the live element of this show 
has been scaled down from 
eight musicians to just two. 

Samirah Evans and I will 
be filmed live at the VJC on 
Saturday night. We will be 
virtually hosting the VJC’s 
17-piece Big Band via choice 
video selections filmed at last 
year’s gala. 

After hearing about this shift, 
the co-sponsor of this show, 
Steve Lieberman, laughed, not- 
ing that “everything is different 
this year.” 

So true, but with change 
arises opportunity. 


THE MISSION OF the Big Band’s 
annual swing dance is to bring 
joyful, danceable music to 
those who love to move to the 
sounds of the classics while 
raising money for the VJC 
Scholarship Fund. 

Proceeds garnered by the 
event will support scholarships 


EUGENE UMAN 1: 
director of the Vermont 
Fazz Center. Admission to 
this concert 1s usually of- 
fered on a shiding-fee scale 
from $25 to $50 per per- 
son, but the VFC 1s offer- 
ing it without charge online. 
Donations are welcome 
and just a click away. Visit 
vtjazz.org and facebook.com/ 
VermontJazzCenter/live. 


for those who need it to attend 
our educational offerings dur- 
ing the year. 

This year is no exception. 

The repertoire for this con- 
cert includes such numbers as 
“Just One of Those Things,” 
“Skylark,” “Frim Fram Sauce,” 
and other beautiful chest- 
nuts from the Great American 
Songbook. 

Samirah Evans and I will 
perform swinging tunes as a 
duo that will segue into sets of 
three big band tunes chosen 
from the VJC Big Band’s most 
recent performance honoring 
Nat King Cole. 

The 2019 concert, filmed 
at the Jazz Center using three 
cameras by documentary film- 
maker Michael Hanish, cap- 
tures New York vocalist Miles 
Griffith performing the songs 
that Nat King Cole made fa- 
mous, oftentimes using ar- 
rangements that were written 
for Cole himself. 

You will hear top-flight solos 
from regional artists, including 
Bob Stabach, Michael Zsoldos, 


Haneef Nelson, Draa Hobbs 
and the VJC Big Band’s music 
director, Rob Freeberg. 


Boost your immune system. 
Prevent cold and flu. 
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Portable Toilet Rentals 
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Family Owned 
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Call 802-254-9221 
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Employee 
Counseling and 
Resource Services 


Your employees are going through a lot... 
offer them a resource. 


Free, confidential, customized support to help 
employees with any kind of challenge (work, life, 
family, Covid, and more). 


Counseling and resource support by our team. 
Flexible and easy appointments. Plans available for 
employers of any size (5 to 500). An employee benefit 
you can afford with a high return on investment. 


Contact us to learn more. 
802-254-5875 OR help@adaptivahr.com 
We help businesses & people thrive! 
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The Vermont Jazz Center Big Band. 


Samirah Evans is a skilled, 
energetic vocalist who fosters a 
magnetically charged relation- 
ship with her numerous fans. 
Perhaps that’s because she puts 
so much of herself into her art 
— she makes each song her 
own by probing its essence and 
then imbuing it with her own 
authentic, heartfelt personality. 

Adding to Evans’s allure is 
her embodiment of the New 
Orleans sound and spirit; she 
was one of that city’s most pop- 
ular and in-demand singers 
before her move to Vermont 
in 2005 in the aftermath of 
the devastation of Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Her 1990 debut at the New 
Orleans Jazz and Heritage 
Festival began a stint of 15 
consecutive years performing 
there as a leader or featured 
vocalist. She was a fixture in 
both clubs and concert ven- 
ues throughout the Crescent 
City, including Snug Harbor, 
Tipitina’s, and the House of 
Blues. 

During her career, she 
has toured North and South 
America, Europe, and Asia, 
sharing stages with a mul- 
titude of New Orleans no- 
tables and legendary artists, 
including James Brown, B.B. 
King, Dr. John, Levon Helm, 
Aaron Neville, Charles Neville, 
Terence Blanchard, Donald 
Harrison Jr., Poncho Sanchez, 
Bob Dorough, Irma Thomas, 
Kermit Ruffins, Trombone 
Shorty, Sam Kininger, and 
Sheila Jordan. 

Evans has recorded three 
CDs as a leader: Give Me a 
Moment (2002), My Little 
Bodhisattva (2007) and Hot 
Club: Live at the Vermont Ffazz 
Center (2009). She is currently 
an artist associate in jazz voice 
at Williams College and gives 
private vocal instruction as a 
faculty member of the Vermont 
Jazz Center at her home studio 





in Brattleboro. 


THE VJC BIG BAND 1s facilitated 
by trumpeter Rob Freeberg, 
who also musically directs the 
VJC Sextet. He is retired from 
serving as director of bands 

at New Rochelle (N.Y.) High 
School, where he received 
awards from the New York 


State School Music Association 
and conducted high school per- 


formances at Lincoln Center 
and Carnegie Hall. He serves 
on the Jazz Center’s board of 
directors and teaches in the 
music programs at the Putney 
School and Brattleboro Union 
High School. 

The VJC Big Band was orig- 
inally a collaborative project 
initiated by former VJC board 
President Howard Brofsky 
and board member Sherm 
Fox. This year, the big band 
celebrates 18 years of perfor- 
mances thanks in great part to 
Fox’s continued persistence 
and organizational efforts as 
band manager. 

The performers of the 
VJC Big Band include trum- 
peters Don Anderson, Rick 
Anderson, Haneef Nelson, 
Dave Dell and Rob Freeberg; 
woodwind players Michael 
Zsoldos, Sherm Fox, Bob 
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Stabach, Larry Tutt, and Nick 
Pelton; trombonists John 
Wheeler, Bob Thies, Dave 


Samirah Evans 


Sporny, and Caroline Cole; Nurock, Craig Harris, Toshiko Wade, Bilal, Sir Roland 
and rhythm section members Akiyoshi, Tony Reedus, Jure Hanna, James Williams and 
George Kaye (bass), Steve Rice Pukl, Orrin Evans, Jeff Lederer, ICU, and many others. 


The music for this show is 
tailored for dancing and will in- 
clude tempos perfect for myr- 
iad dance steps, including the 
fox trot, two step, Charleston, 


John Ellis, Jack Walrath, 

Theo Bleckmann, JD Walter, 
Janis Siegel, Judy Niemack, 
Cameron Brown, Billy Hart, 
Don Sickler, Marion Cowings, 


(drums), and me (piano). 

The vocalist who performed 
with the Big Band in this pre- 
sentation was New York-based 
Miles Griffith, best known 


for his work with Wynton Jay Clayton, Mary LaRose, and even the cha cha. You'll 
Marsalis. Ron Carter, Billy Higgins, be in the comfort of your own 
Griffith has performed Christian McBride, Gretchen home, so it’s your choice — 
with Max Roach, Reggie Parlato, Becca Stevens, Sachal _ shine or kick off your shoes, fix 
Workman, Carl Allen, TS. Vasandani, Roy Hargrove, up your favorite beverage, pre- 
Monk, Barry Harris, Jon Stephen Scott, Jimmy Heath, pare a space for dancing, and 
Hendricks, Cassandra Wilson, Kevin Mahogany, Benny have a ball! 
Jamaaladeen Tacuma, Kirk Green, Q-Tip, Charenée 





newspaper 


Our advertisers 


make this 
newspaper 
possible. 


Our hundreds 


of members 


make it great. 


As a not-for-profit 


operation, we exist for 
no other reason than 
to report this news, to 
create a forum for your 
views, and to teach the 
skills to tell these stories. 


If you love this newspaper, 
it’s within your power to 
make it even stronger, 
even more stable, and 


grow even more. 


Be a proud part of who 
we are and what we can 


become. Join today. 


I want to help support Vermont 
Yes! 


e Independent Media and the work of 
The Commons and its other media education projects. 
LII wish to become anew member ................ $ 


L] My donation exceeds $75. Please send the paper in the mail. 
L] My donation exceeds $75. Please do not mail the paper. 


[JI am a current member and want to 
give an additional gift 


I enclose $ 


MY NAME 





ADDRESS 





TOWN/CITY STATE ZIP 





PHONE E-MAIL 








LJI enclose a check. LJ Please charge my credit card below. 


NUMBER 


3-DIGIT CODE CARDHOLDER’S SIGNATURE 


e vermont _P-O. Box 1212, Brattleboro, VT 05302 
Wi VMye egeeaan: Please make checks payable to Vermont Independent Media. 
media 


VIM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Your donation is tax deductible. 
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VIEWPOINT 


In 2020, 


the issue of 
morality is huge 


The Trump cult’s refusal to 
act in a manner that indicates 
that they actually give adamn 


about anyone but themselves 
has been clear for months 


Putney 
HE TRUMP ADMINIS- 
TRATION has brought 
into stark relief the 
true lack of morality 
of the Republican party. The 
transformation from an orga- 
nization supported decades 
ago by members of the Moral 
Majority to one that acts more 
like the mob than a governing 
party has been supercharged 
under the leadership of the cur- 
rent president. 

This is fascinating. I think I 
might not be so different from 
many on the left: I do not be- 
lieve in God, and I do not go to 
religious services. 

And yet, my life has been di- 
rected by a strong and unques- 
tionable voice that has pushed 
me to work for justice and a 
sustainable Earth. 

Personally, I was radicalized 
by involvement in protesting 
the war in Vietnam as a high 
school student. I spent years 
witnessing the horrible effects 
of our country’s war, watching 
it unfold on television with my 
family every night. 

We saw the napalm, the 
burning of the jungles and 
grass huts, the self-immolation 
of Buddhist monks, and the 
body bags coming home. 

We would see Lyndon 
Johnson, then Richard Nixon, 
fumble the ball, trying to ex- 
plain why we needed to be in 
Vietnam, how there was a plan 
to “win” the war, and how the 
revolving door of crooks in the 
South Vietnam government 
really deserved our blood and 
treasure. 


NANCY BRAUS 1; a 
bookseller in Brattleboro and 
a longtime activist for pro- 
gressive causes. 


I AMNOT the only person 
whose teenage nights were 
filled with rage and sadness 
about the images we absorbed 
of innocent Vietnamese civil- 
ians being injured and killed. 

In the 1980s, the United 
States was clearly on the side 
of the bad guys in the multiple 
interventions on the side of the 
small elite classes in Central 
America. 

The alliances fighting these 
military interventions and the 
training and arming of the far- 
right in this region were com- 
prised of the U.S. left and 
Catholics steeped in libera- 
tion theology. Many of us trav- 
eled to support the movements 
in Nicaragua, El Salvador, 
and Guatemala, and we lob- 
bied as well for a stop to the 
interventions. 

The continued United States 
support for brutal far-right dic- 
tators (see Honduras) is one of 
the major reasons for the im- 
migration waves from Central 
America. 

If the United States had not 
spent the billions of dollars on 
boosting the wrong side in civil 
wars and instead spent that 
money on creating a just soci- 
ety in these countries, millions 
of citizens would have happily 
stayed home. 

And yet there were still 

@ SEE MORALITY, C2 
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fear 


freedom 
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PHOTOILLUSTRATION WITH IMAGE FROM JUMPSTORY 


‘M. had tried to leave a few times already, 

but those plans hadn’t worked. Now she was 
reaching out to us 1n a last-ditch effort to change 
her story. It’s unforgettable how much gravity 
that frightened whisper managed to convey.’ 


Brattleboro 

HIS YEAR will soon 

be history, but 2020 

will leave an indel- 

ible mark. Though 
little felt normal or easy, there 
was no lack of courage and 
generosity, including in our 
own community. 

As always, we at the 
Women’s Freedom Center 
are deeply grateful for your 
support. Alongside national 
trauma, personal crises un- 
fold, too, of course, and we’re 
here to help survivors navigate 
those, even in the pandemic. 

One recent story illustrates 


THE WOMEN’S FREEDOM CENTER 
(womensfreedomcenter.net) works in Windham and Southern 
Windsor counties to end domestic and sexual violence. You 
can reach an advocate on their 24-hour crisis line at 802-254- 
6954. Because of the sensitive and often-dangerous nature of 
their work, we offer the Freedom Center contributors rare ano- 


nymuity in these pages. 


not just the terror some ex- 
perience, but also the skillful 
steps they take to get free. 

For the safety of M. (not 
her real initial), we'll share 
only a few details that are, 
sadly, all too common for sur- 
vivors in the days and hours 


just before they finally man- 
age to flee. 


EARLY IN Vermont’s shut- 
down, a call came through on 
our hotline that was at first 
barely audible. The caller had 


to whisper, not just so her kids 


wouldn’t hear but so she her- 
self could hear in an instant 
the crunching-gravel sound of 
her partner’s truck, which she 
expected to come back up the 
driveway any minute. 

Her partner had M.’s calls 
and movements under strict 
control, and she’d been liv- 
ing that way long before the 
pandemic. Meanwhile, he was 
home even more than usual 
during the quarantine, so her 
few windows of privacy had 
become more random and 
rare. 

She was alternating now 

@ SEE FREEDOM, C2 


COLUMN 


Walking 
“The Walk’ 


Lorelei Morrissette organized an awareness- 
building community walk along Elliot and 
Main streets and assured that the spirit of 
the walk reflected peaceful determination 


SARAH BOWEN, 

an artist, creates paintings 
and works in mixed media. 
Submissions for this col- 
umn, from Brattleboro area 
residents, for future pubh- 
cation, not to exceed 650 
words, should be emailed to: 
compassionstory@gmail.com 
or mailed to Compassion 
Story of the Month, P.O. 
Box 50, Marlboro, VT 
05344. Please include your 
name, address, phone num- 
ber and email address. 
Earher submitted stones will 
automatically be considered 
in subsequent months. 





Brattleboro 
URING THE SUMMER 
of 2019, public dis- 
order on Elliot Street 
began to threaten el- 
derly residents of 


Lorelei Morrissette, who has 
been serving as resident well- 
ness and services manager 
for the Brattleboro Housing 
Partnerships, had never before 

had to address a sit- 


the Samuel Elliot COMPASSION _ uation like this. 

Apartments seeking STORY OF Yet the need 

to make their way THE MONTH was clear, and 

to Main Street. §§ [i Lorelei rose bril- 
The disorder Brattleboro liantly to the occa- 

culminated late in CompassionComm. _ sion, organizing an 


the summer when 

one of the resi- 

dents, walking slowly with the 
aid of a walker, was confronted 
by a group of individuals who 
blocked the sidewalk, assaulted 
her, and destroyed her cell 


awareness-building 

community walk 
along Elliot and Main streets 
and assuring that the spirit of 
the walk reflected peaceful 
determination. 


“THE WALK,” as it came to 
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RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/COMMONS FILE PHOTO 


Lorelei Morrissette of the Brattleboro Housing Partnerships leads a group of residents 
from Samuel Elliot Apartments, and their allies, on an “awareness walk” on Aug. 
27, 2019 on Elliot Street in Brattleboro. 


be known, was well-publi- 
cized and drew a large group 
of supporters. As quoted in 
The Commons[“Tipping point: 
Residents of the Elliot high- 
rise in Brattleboro host a com- 
munity walk to call attention to 


pedestrian safety — and to re- 
claim their street,” News, Sept. 
9, 2019], Lorelei said that she 
had hoped it would help resi- 
dents “build some empower- 
ment” and “rebuild their sense 
of safety,” adding, “We were so 


In a neighborhood off the beaten path but very close to downtown is this charming 2 story 
farm house style home. The level lot will be great for gardening and family gatherings. You will 
be very comfortable relaxing on the covered south facing porch. Enjoy the spacious renovated 


and updated kitchen with a great pantry and under cabinet lighting. There are 3 more rooms 
on the first floor that are open to many uses. Two rooms can be used as a 1st floor bedroom/ 


sitting room with french doors and the living room. Or set up your living room, den and office 
on the 1st floor. The 2nd floor has 3 spacious bedrooms. The whole home has plenty of natural 
light. The home has had wiring updated, insulation installed to improve heating and cooling 
efficiency. Chimney has been lined. Laundry hookups in the 1st floor bath and in the basement. 


Exclusive: $218,000 


happy to do this and so happy 
to have so many people from 
the community come and join 


99 


US. 
And it worked! Since The 
Walk, there have been no 
@ SEE THE WALK, C2 
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BELLVILLE 
REALTY 


BellvilleRealty.com 


Susan Bellville 
802-257-7979 X2 
255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT 
www.bellvillerealty.com 
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LETTERS FROM READERS 


Sincere 
Republicans 
won’t find 
common ground 
with politicians 
who support 

our downfall 


R- “In search of com- 
on ground” [Legislative 
Update, Dec. 2]: 

Vermont Representative 
Mike Mrowicki’s viewpoints on 
the reasons that Republicans 
and Democrats are so di- 
vided suggests how little 
Democrats like him understand 
about what is important to 
Republicans here in Vermont 
and across the U.S.A. 

During one of President 
Trump’s State of the Union 
addresses, he boldly stated 
that “America will never be 
a communist country.” This 
statement speaks volumes to 
everyday patriots — Americans 
whose grandfathers, fathers, 
sons, and daughters have 
fought in certain wars against 
communism around the world. 

Republicans, in many cases, 
do not always approve of 






President Trump’s personal- 
ity or lifestyle choices. What 
they do agree with are the polli- 
cies and actions of his admin- 
istration: the end of useless 
wars, a return to law and or- 
der, a strong military, peoples 
of all nations putting their sov- 
ereign needs first, the ethics of 
hard work and the rewards that 
come with it, the freedom of 
domination from globalization 
such as the course of events 
that led to the “Brexit” move- 
ment in the United Kingdom 
(followed by similar move- 
ments in other nations in the 
European Union). 

Despite Mr. Mrowicki’s day- 
dreams for common ground, 
sincere Republicans will never 
find common ground with pol- 
iticians who openly support 
and even legislate the downfall 
of this republic and a slide to- 
wards communism and some 
sort of “Bernie Sanders demo- 
cratic socialism.” 

Nor will Republicans like 
me allow our policies on cli- 
mate change, education, 
child care, health care, and 
so on to become a system of 


WANTED TREES FOR LOGGING 


Ash trees a specialty cut before 
Emerald Ash Borer gets them 
Paying 300MBF for Ash 
Also cut other woods. 
Firewood No Pulp 


SAM GARFIELD 802-365-4692 















LORI FRANDINO 
ANTIQUE & VINTAGE ORIENTAL RUGS 
Good selection of older rugs, many with slight to 
moderate wear and very affordable. 
















P.O. Box 218 
Walpole, NH 03608 


603-756-3982 


frandino@comcast.net 


The Town of Putney Selectboard has for sale a 


1988 Diesel Ford Pickup Truck. 


This truck is being sold “as is,”. 
The truck can be viewed at the Town Highway Department 
at 19 Town Garage Road, Putney. 


Sealed bids must be submitted to the Putney Town Office by 4:00 p.m. 
on Monday, December 28, 2020. 


Please mark envelope containing bids “1988 Ford Truck.” 
Mail to Town of Putney, P.O. Box 233, Putney, VT 05346. 


Bids can be brought to the Town Hall at 127 Main Street, Putney, VT and 
placed in the secure lock box labeled “Town Business Only”. 


Bids will be opened and the award will be announced at the 
December 30, 2020 Selectboard meeting. 
The Town reserves the right to reject any or all proposals 
or to waive any specifications or requirements when determined 
to be in the best interest of the Town. 


Valley 


>) 


Cares 


Spacious assisted living apartments available! 
Opportunity to join our 
award-winning community! 


1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS with private bath, 
choice of full kitchen/kitchenette, emergency call system, 
options for in-house meals, laundry, cleaning, and 
personal care services; hospital nearby. 


We have options for supportive and assisted living. 


To inquire and for an application, 
call 802-365-4115 x104 


Equal Housing Opportunity 


Valley Cares is a 2013 National Excellence in Action 
Award Winner! 


Steve says: 
“Ransomware 
& spyware are 


agrowing QJ \ = | 
nuisance that >. 


can lead to 
big problems. 
Be sure you're 

protected.” 





Serving the Brattleboro area since the tum of the century 
(802) 387-0058 
WAV FEARLESSCOMPUTINGVT.COM 


Discounts available to seniors and anyone who needs a break 


“policy-making by selected 
committee” instead of policy 
by our elected representatives. 

As the Democrats made the 
2020 presidential campaign 
into a “beauty pageant” — 
talking more about personal- 
ity than policies — it allowed 
them to avoid the conversa- 
tions about the policies behind 
the Biden-Harris ticket, which 
I and some 70 million others 
believe to be a step backward 
from the accomplishments of 
the past four years. 

Finally, for Mr. Mrowicki 
to make a point that Deborah 
Billado, the head of the 
Vermont GOP, will be some- 
how responsible for any fail- 
ure for finding the common 
ground he seeks, is absurd. 

It proves that by disrespect- 
ing her views (and mine), Mr. 
Mrowicki hints that he perhaps 
has no intention of even trying 
to work with Republicans. 

Statements such as he made 
only serve to strengthen my 
resolve to work harder to en- 
dorse and promote my party’s 
policies. 

Gerard Cloutier 
Wardsboro 





B Morality 


those who were willing to call 
Ronald Reagan, who presided 
over much of this damage, 
“moral” because he was fight- 
ing Communism — the same 
justification for the millions of 
deaths in Vietnam. 


SO HERE WE ARE in 2020. 
After five years of exposure to 
Donald Trump’s cruelty, lies, 
creative illegal government, 
and cheating wherever pos- 
sible, the issue of morality is 
huge. 

Clearly, the Trump support- 
ers who continue to hang on 
the president’s every word and 
impulse are not considering 
what is right and wrong: lying, 
threatening others with vio- 
lence due to their beliefs or the 
color of their skin, skimming 


Transcribing, Editing 

and Proofreading 

Services 

Accurate, Confidential, 

Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing 
Elizabeth: 


elizabethjulia88@aol.com; 
802-257-7475 


Re 
timetrade 


Brattleboro Time Trade exchanges 
Time Credits, a community 
currency that anyone can earn by 
using their time, resources, skills 
or energy to help others. 


802-246-1199 
www.brattleborotimetrade.org 


Brattleboro Books 


Since 1988 
Temporary home to the 
area’s best USED books. 


25,000 Used Books 
All Kinds 


Open THUR. - SUN. 
1) em Lam reb seb bestisesy) 


Please call for current info. 


Now with the option for 
contactless payments. 
Tap, dip or swipe. 
36 Elliot Street 


802-257-7777 
brattleborobooks@myfairpoint.net 


President’s 
litigation: the 
legal equivalent 
of a temper 
tantrum 


thought I’d be content to 

know that Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris had been 
elected as president and vice 
president, respectively. 

While I am extraordinarily 
happy that they have done so, 
the Republican whining 1s get- 
ting tiresome — not that their 
guy lost, but the unfounded at- 
tacks on our system of voting. 

Despite loud cries of 
“fraud,” “dead people voted,” 
“the election was stolen,” etc., 
they have a lousy track record 
in court. Other than one mi- 
nor procedural ruling over poll 
watching, they have now lost 
more than 40 lawsuits attempt- 
ing to reverse the outcome in 
several states and multiple ju- 
risdictions, both state and 
federal. 

As a lawyer, I appreciate that 
some lawsuits are like tilting at 
windmills and you have to do 
them as a matter of principle. 
But you have to have at least 


millions from the federal trea- 
sury, hating those who might 
hold different views, and re- 
fusing to cooperate in help- 
ing keep society together in the 


face of COVID-19 (the greatest 


health crisis in our lifetimes). 

All are immoral positions. 
The fact that the members of 
white evangelical churches 
have been Donald Trump’s 
greatest allies may have put 
off some from clearly accusing 
these people of being evil. But 
the clarity of this conflict be- 
tween right and wrong is crys- 
tal clear. 

The utter failure of the 
government response to 
COVID-19 highlights the com- 
plete lack of morality of the 
Trump administration. 

Public health is a value. In 
most other countries of the 
world, the response to the pan- 
demic has been a unified one. 


Freedom 


between pausing to listen, 
checking a front window, then 
returning in tears, which she 
was also afraid of, because her 
face would betray that some- 
thing was definitely up to him. 
For M., there’d been vio- 
lence and sinister threats over 
the years, and just recently her 
partner made suicide threats, 
too. He was increasingly vol- 
atile: sometimes he would 


@ The Walk 


further incidents or distur- 
bances, and our elderly resi- 
dents have been able to resume 
their movements safely and 
without worry. 

Asked afterward about 
whether she had organized 
anything like this event before, 
Lorelei said that this was her 
first such experience — render- 
ing her yet more of a hero in 
our eyes. 

Her nomination for one of 
Compassionate Brattleboro’s 
2020 Unsung Hero Awards 
captured it well: “In every way, 
Lorelei’s leadership and her 
influence over the tone of the 
walk was compassionate and 
rooted in caring for the people 


Embrace the warmth of family and create 
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Send gifts they'll love, make meals they'll 
remember... with Omaha Steaks, Christmas _ 


this year will be worth the wait. 


AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHER 


OMAHA STEAKS 
WT 


TRY THE EXCLUSIVE OMAHA STEAKS 
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some modicum of grounds to 
file a lawsuit or the basis to try 
and convince a court that you 
have a new legal theory that de- 
serves to become the law. I’ve 
had a couple of those that were 
successful. 

In Donald Trump’s case, 
his lawyers (the ones who have 
not already “fired” him as a 
client) have been spectacu- 
larly unsuccessful with their 
claims. Judges, in many cases 
Republican-leaning ones and 
a number who have been ap- 
pointed by Trump, have not 
just dismissed the cases, they 
have done so with a degree of 
opprobrium not often seen in 
litigation. 

In case after case, courts 
have found that the claims had 
no basis in law or in fact. It is 
a wonder that some court has 
not filed an ethics complaint 
against the lawyers who have 
filed the most egregious claims, 
and it may only be a matter of 
time before one does. These 
attorneys are wasting precious 
judicial resources by taking up 
valuable court time. 

In law school, we often 
heard, “If you have the law on 


But the Trump cult’s refusal to 
act in a manner that indicates 
that they actually give a damn 
about anyone but themselves 
has been clear for months. 

How do we live with people 
who compare wearing a cloth 
mask with the gas chambers of 
World War II or the bondage 
of slavery? 

How do we live with peo- 
ple who would sooner spread 
a lethal disease to their fellow 
citizens than learn about the 
disease for themselves and act 
accordingly? 

What is the morality in refus- 
ing to try to protect the many 
vulnerable citizens from a pan- 
demic for a few more months 
until there is a vaccine? 

And where is the morality 
of the Republican party when 
they are unwilling to pass a 
bill to assist the millions of 
Americans suffering existential 


be intoxicated, often para- 
noid, and always demanding. 
Nothing M. said or did had im- 
proved this downward spiral. 
He also kept a weapon, 
which always loomed over her 
sense of options. Painful scenes 
had occurred in front of her 
kids, too, who were getting 
just old enough to grasp their 
mom?’s fears. 
M. had tried to leave a few 


FROM SECTION FRONT 
she represents.” 


THE WALK was, in fact, just 
one manifestation of the love 
Lorelei feels for the residents, 
love that is fully reciprocated. 

Since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she 
has been particularly diligent 
about checking in with them, 
and, in the process, delighting 
them with conversation about 
everything from world and lo- 
cal events to programs they’ve 
been watching on television. 

Thank you, Lorelei, for so 
constructively helping mem- 
bers of our community feel safe 
and cared for! 


THE BUTCHER’S DELUXE PACKAGE 


4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins 


4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 


4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.) 


FREE PORK CHOPS & 
CHICKEN BREASTS 


BUTCHER’S CUT TOP SIRLOIN 


Y Taller, thicker steaks, expertly hand-cut. 


Y Double-trimmed for 100% flawless bites. 


Y Aged 21 days for the most tenderness. 


The best steaks of your life or your money back. 


8 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers 

8 (3 0z.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks 

8 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes 
8 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets 

Steak Seasoning (1 02.) 

$298-87* separately 

INTRODUCTORY PRICE *129.99 


Get even more for the 
holidays when you buy 
this package today! 


Shop Now! OmahaSteaks.com/dinner778 or call 1.855.768.0564 


and ask for free pork chops and chicken breasts with offer 66762TFC 


*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 4 free (4 oz.) pork chops and 4 free chicken breasts 
(1 lb. pkg.) will be sent to each shipping address that includes (66762). Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Offer available 


while supplies last. Items may be substituted due to 


inventory limitations. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases 


acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use. Visit omahasteaks.com/termsof-useOSI or call 1-800-228-9872 for a copy. Expires 1/31/21. 





your side, hammer on the law. 
If you have the facts on your 
side, hammer on the facts. If 
you don’t have either the law or 
the facts on your side, hammer 
on the table.” 

Trump’s lawyers are at that 
point: hammering on the coun- 
sel tables in the halls of justice. 
It is the legal equivalent of a 
temper tantrum being thrown 
by the proven bully who can’t 
believe that he is a loser. 

L. Raymond Massucco 
Bellows Falls 


Wistfulness at the 
end of an era with 
Dalem/’s Chalet 


E: “‘T understood why 

she felt the way she did, 
and I knew no one would ever 
change her’” [Essay, Nov. 18]: 

Thank you for the wonder- 

ful and touching piece by Ian 
Diamondstone about Dalem’s 
Chalet. The official write-up 
about the renovation of the 
property into housing was nec- 
essarily dry and sketchy, and 
it was great to have Ian’s per- 
sonal story of his relationship 

™ CONTINUES ON FACING PAGE 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


threats to their lives due to job 
and housing losses? 

The talk of finding com- 
mon ground with these people 
— some of whom have openly 
stated that as a Jewish leftist I 
should be cancelled — is not 
something of interest to me. 

The corporate media has 
finally called out the Trump 
government for its repeated 
lies and creative use of the law. 
Now the American people 
need to push the new party in 
power to hold the Trump mob 
accountable for their many 
crimes, to speak of a country 
where we are willing and able 
to support those many who are 
in need right now, and to push 
for a long-term movement to- 
ward a sustainable and moral 
society. 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


times already, but those plans 
hadn’t worked. 

Now she was reaching out 
to us in a last-ditch effort to 
change her story. It’s unforget- 
table how much gravity that 
frightened whisper managed to 
convey. 

So, together we hatched a 
discreet safety plan and exe- 
cuted it like critical clockwork: 
not just in its timing, but in 
the number of steps and pieces 
that had to come together with- 
out a flaw. 

Soon, with the help of 
trusted friends who created a 
diversionary window of time, 
M. and her kids managed for 
once to leave the house without 
their abuser. 

They came to a confidential 
shelter. 


FAST FORWARD half a year. By 
sheer coincidence, the same 
advocate who got M.’s first 
vivid call got a jubilant one. 

After numerous scares, hur- 
dles, and legal hoops — and 
after much housing help, too 
— M. told us how she had just 
found a great apartment, one 
where she and her kids could 
finally speak in normal voices 
again. And better yet, one 
where they could laugh and 
have fun. 

M. almost didn’t sound like 
the same person. And though 
as advocates we work with cri- 
ses every day, we really work 
for inspiring freedom stories 
like these! 

No one works harder than 
survivors themselves, but we’re 
humbled and honored to be 
part of their healing journey. 

All of our 24-hour services 
remain intact, and over the past 
year we answered more than 
1,900 hotline calls. We shel- 
tered 125 people during our 
last fiscal year and provided 
thousands of hours of individ- 
ual and group support to 1,163 
people of all genders who had 
been abused. 

Like most, we’ve shifted a 
good deal of our work online, 
too: we now have virtual sup- 
port groups and a live chat on 
our website, and we still of- 
fer community and school 
workshops and trainings on- 
line. Please contact us to learn 
more. The non-hotline busi- 
ness number is 802-257-7364, 
and our email is advocates@ 
womensfreedomcenter.net. 

And may we all enjoy a safer 
and brighter new year! 
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to this remarkable place and 
its founder and longtime 
proprietor. 

Friends of Music at 
Guilford, which I managed 
for a number of decades, had 
a warm relationship with the 
Chalet and with Ursula Dalem. 
They hosted a visiting vocal 
recitalist, who appreciated the 
European proprietors and their 
cuisine, and for many years 
Dalem’s supported Friends of 
Music through program book 
advertising, at a time when 
their budget was obviously 
tight. 

Our organization also pre- 
sented two fundraising events 
in the large hall above the din- 
ing room, one of the lesser- 
known, but most distinctive, 
gathering spaces in the area, 
and the fact that these events 
were, indeed, fund-raisers was 
due in part to Mrs. Dalem’s 
generously low rental fee. 

Among our family’s favorite 
events was a dinner-and-play- 
reading group, which material- 
ized just once a year at Dalem’s 
—a story for another time! 

While the repurposing of this 
charming and eccentric place is 
certainly a sensible and much- 
needed transformation, some 
of us will be wistful about the 
end of its era. 

Don McLean 
Guilford 


What about 

a virtual 
inauguration, Joe 
and Kamala? 


RR exc the Inauguration 
of President-Elect Biden 


and Vice-President-Elect 
Harris: 

Hey, Joe and Kamala, I have 
an idea. 

What would be amazing is if, 
instead of having a lavish and 
pricey and unsafe traditional 
inauguration, you had an un- 
derstated, respectful, and dig- 
nified virtual ceremony, with 
plans for a special outdoor cel- 
ebration once we’ve tackled 
COVID-19 and a vaccine has 
been distributed. 

Having a big crowd could be 
deadly for some, because of the 
virus, and it’s — sadly — sure 
to attract the worst of Donald 
Trump’s diehard fans, who 
will want to cause disruption as 
they continue to protest, armed 
and dangerous, the results of 
our free and fair elections. 

A pared-down event will 
send a message of dignity as 
well as signify a clear change 
in direction for this country. 
Why spend millions of dollars 
on a celebration that will very 
likely endanger the lives and 
health of attendees, those who 
work to set it all up, and all of 
the people they then go on to 
encounter? 

You can use any donations 
(making it clear to the do- 
nors) to help essential work- 
ers in Washington, D.C. and 
to pay for clearing out all of 
the hideous fortifications put 
up around 1600 Pennsylvania 
Ave. 

You can put some money to- 
ward a permanent Black Lives 
Matter memorial. 

You can help restore the 
vandalized Rose Garden and 
generally bring the People’s 
House back to the people. 

Now, that would be some- 
thing to celebrate! 

Pat Sheehan 
Brattleboro 


Fight more than 
million in cuts 
to Peace Corps 


s the Peace Corps pre- 
Arai to mark its 60th an- 
niversary year, 2021 will also 
mark the redeployment of vol- 
unteers following the difficult 
decision last spring to tempo- 
rarily suspend its global pro- 
grams due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

This redeployment can serve 
as a moment of rejuvenation 
for the Peace Corps and our 
national reconnection with the 
world, as well as our recommit- 
ment to building world peace 
and friendship. 

A source of frustration, and 
one familiar to all Peace Corps 
activities, is the gap between 
the growing number of tasks 
assigned or taken on by the 
Peace Corps and the budget al- 
located to carry them out. 

Congress needs to show 
its commitment to the Peace 
Corps and its volunteers. Sen. 
Patrick Leahy will be critical 
to this effort. That’s because 
the Senate Appropriations 
Committee is proposing to cut 
Peace Corps funding by more 
than $50 million. 

As the highest ranking 
Democrat on the committee, 
Sen. Leahy needs to urge his 
colleagues to reject this fool- 
ish cut during spending nego- 
tiations and support the House 
recommendation of level fund- 
ing for the agency. 

The potential for the Peace 
Corps to make a difference you 





should never doubt. Its signa- 
ture has adorned many of the 
world’s most impressive devel- 
opment initiatives. It addresses 
the world’s most pressing 
concerns with accuracy, con- 
sistency, and innovative bril- 
liance; it sends the brightest, 
most passionate, and most 
dedicated to places remote and 
uncertain. 

The Peace Corps is the 
United States’ preeminent in- 
ternational service organiza- 
tion, and, in my opinion, the 
United States’ best foreign pol- 
icy tool. 

More than 1,600 
Vermonters have answered 
the call to Peace Corps service 
since 1961. For the next gen- 
eration of Vermont volunteers 
and the next chapter in Peace 
Corps’ history, my leadership, 
your leadership, and Senator 
Leahy’s leadership is needed 
yet again. 

Justin Bibee 
Brattleboro 


Why didn’t 
children at 
Kurn Hattin tell 
someone who 
might have been 
able to help? 


few weeks ago, we learned 

the truth about the child 
abuse that took place at Kurn 
Hattin over the past 80 years. 
I want to applaud VTDigger’s 
thorough and unflinching in- 
vestigative reporting on this 
matter. Kurn Hattin, no doubt, 
was a haven for some children, 
but for others, it was hell on 
earth and impossible to escape. 

One might ask: Why didn’t 
those children tell someone 
who might have been able 
to help them? The report by 
VT Digger answered that ques- 
tion plainly, as described by 
the victims, now adults. They 
feared losing what little security 
they had — the security of food 
and a place to sleep. 

How vulnerable were these 
children? They were utterly 
vulnerable and could neither 
imagine going back to their 
families nor what would hap- 
pen to them if they dared to 
tell, especially if they were not 
believed. 

As with most victims of child 
abuse, telling was simply not 
an option for those who are de- 
velopmentally trapped. Due 
to being young, threatened, 
dependent on their offender, 
afraid they would not be be- 
lieved, and afraid of being stig- 
matized and/or blamed, they 
simply are not able to tell. 

All this is true, but what is 
also true is that child abuse can 
be prevented from occurring in 
the first place and interrupted 
even when it has begun. 

As adults, we can acquire 
the knowledge and the tools 
to help children grow up with- 
out being tortured, terrified, or 
used. Children do benefit from 
having skills and information, 
yes, but they most importantly 
need informed adults to watch 
over them, to ask them how 
they are doing, and to be that 
“ask-able” adult in their lives. 

Every child needs some- 
one they can turn to if they are 
confused or hurt. If you are an 
adult who cares about children 
and listens, think for a moment 
if you might be that person 
whom a child could turn to, 
and consider how you might 
let them know you care and are 
there for them. 

It is part of creating a health- 
ier, safer community for every 
child. It is up to every one of us 
to provide safe environments 
for children and to reach out to 
support the children we know. 

This is how we will put an 
end to child abuse. This is our 
responsibility. 

For all our children, 

Linda Johnson 
Montpelier 


The writer 1s executive director of 
Prevent Child Abuse Vermont. 


Brattleboro 
Senior Meals fully 
supported b 
Senior Solutions 


E: “Brattleboro Senior 
Meals director retires af- 
ter 23 years with the program” 
(Town and Village, Nov. 18]: 

This article meant only to 
honor Chris McAvoy for her 
excellent leadership of the se- 
nior meals program. In no way 
was it meant to imply that we 
are not 100 percent supported 
by Senior Solutions. 

In 2004, a group of seniors, 
headed by Greg Propster and 
supported by Chris, deter- 
mined — after a great deal of 
reflection — that Brattleboro 
Senior Meals should become 
an independent, nonprofit 
501(c)3 organization. 

Beyond the program goals 
of providing area seniors with 
regular meals and a link to the 
larger community, the group 
wanted to keep their longtime 
kitchen help and keep their 
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meals prepared on site. In ad- 
dition, becoming a 501(c)3 
allowed Brattleboro Senior 
Meals the opportunity to apply 
for grants and other fundrais- 
ing opportunities. 

Brattleboro Senior Meals ap- 
preciates the ongoing support 
from Senior Solutions. That 
support, and with Cynthia 
Fisher as the new director, 
means that the Brattleboro 
Senior Meals is able to con- 
tinue to provide meals for our 
seniors during this very stress- 
ful time. 

Kathryn Turnas II 
Brattleboro 


The writer serves as board chair of 
Brattleboro Senior Meals. An ed- 
iting error introduced this implica- 
tlon into this news item. 


Friends are 
vital to Brooks 
Memorial Library 


e’re all friends of the li- 







brary, every one of us 
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Across 
1. Canadian gas 
5. Reserves 
10. Put on playfully? 
15. Job 
19. Ostracize 
20. Spanish for “sand” 
21. Doha’s home 
22. Capital on a fjord 


23. Where beans are kept safely? 


25. Savory taste 

26. Putin a bin 

27. What's said to count 
28. Impulse to eat beans? 
31. 1975 Series winner 
32. Clapton classic 

33. Some tides 

34. Ducky insurer? 

37. Scoreboard 0 

38. Glow givers 

41. Where to buy beans? 
44. Displayer of beans? 
48. “Tastes terrible!” 
49. One of 12 houses 
50. USSR part 

51. Old Dixie side 

52. Canonized Mlle. 

53. Marine predators 
54. Mug in a pub 

55. “__ it hit me...” 
56. Act of treason 

58. Beany conjecture? 
61. Long or Peeples 


who uses it. But maybe you 
didn’t know that you can make 
it official. 

With a donation of any 
amount, you can become a 
member of the Friends of 
Brooks Memorial Library 
(FOBML) and know that you 
are joining a group of people 
who show their love by sup- 
porting the extras that make 
our library special. 

Friends share, and FOBML 
provides resources to share 
with the entire community. 

In this time, contributions to 
the Friends is vitally important. 

FOBML supports databases 
such as Ancestry.com, where 
individuals can search for fam- 
ily roots, and the Foundation 
Center, where artists, entre- 


— tablets with carefully cu- 
rated educational games — are 
contributing to the literacy, 
both traditional and technolog- 
ical, of our youngest patrons. 

The Ist Wednesday lectures 
from the Vermont Humanities 
Council have become more 
popular than ever and are 
sponsored by the Friends. 

We thank our lucky stars for 
our wonderful library, made 
even more so by our Friends, 
and you can see those stars 
more clearly when you borrow 
the telescope purchased with 
Friends funds! 

“The Friends support has 
been absolutely critical during 
this time of the pandemic shut- 
down,” said Brooks Library 
Director Starr LaTronica. 
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much-needed diversion. 

“Patrons could download e- 
books and audiobooks and our 
e-newsletter kept the commu- 
nity informed and engaged. All 
of that was made possible by 
our Friends.” 

Donations can be sent to 
the library at 224 Main Street, 
Brattleboro, VT 05301, or at 
brookslibraryvt.org/donate-online. 

If you don’t feel you can do- 
nate money, then please con- 
sider donating your time. The 
Friends need volunteers to help 
with upcoming projects and 
new members for the board 
of directors. If you feel you 
want to get involved, please 
email Betsy Wagenknecht at 
friendsofbrookslibraryvt@gmail. 
com. 

































































preneurs, and not-for-profit “The library was able to Betsy Wagenknecht 
agencies can find funding for continue to meet the needs of Brattleboro 
projects and programs. the community through on- 
Without the Friends, we line services funded by the 
would not have the laptops Friends. Streaming video from 
representatives used to attend §Kanopy, Acrorn TV, and The 
Town Meeting. Great Courses provided en- 
Launchpads for kids tertainment, enrichment, and 
EMILY COX AND HENRY RATHVON 
THE COMMONS CROSSWORD 
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62. Moises, Jesus, et al. 
63. Mindless card game 
64. Beany flavor? 

69. Petal pushers? 

74. Pet food brand 

75. Verbose 

76. Selection of new players 
77. Wee one 

78. Mumbai “mister” 
79. Alamo casualty 

81. Sprang up 

82. Missile chamber 
83. Unwise, beanwise? 
85. Leading bean? 

87. Hotel supply 

88. Fast-moving 

89. Rather daft 

90. Have no love for 
93. Disseminated 

94. Sign of spring 

96. Two-bean activity? 
. Polish sausage 

. Boom’s opposite 

. Large Shaq 

. Permission to eat beans? 
. Cigar’s end 

. Long look 

. Choice in columns 
. Lots of sheets 

. One sun loop 

. Perfected 

. Bad kind of hole 

. GOP counterpart 
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Down 
1. “30 for 30” network 
2. Pump, for example 

3. Toni Morrison novel 
4. Perhaps too focused 
5. Didn't miss a bleat? 
6. Bridge construction 
7. Wet wrigglers 
8. Queen’s subject 

9. Some body work 
10. Brief, wild storm 
11. Gulf Coast city 
12. Minimally 
13. Ready and willing 
14. “South Park” kid 
15. Be the owner of 
16. Old Roman port 
17. Small sailboat 
18. Atlas entries 
24. Sweater style 
29. Dmitn’s dissent 
30. Two cents’ worth 
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2020 Emily Cox and Henry Rathvon 


32. Finger __ 

34. Chasm 

35. Champagne glass 

36. Spiked, as punch 

37. Beach Boys first name 
38. Linda of “Alice” 

39. Pink-slipping 

40. Marseilles Mrs. 

42. Carey with Grammys 
43. Town near Italy's Lake Garda 
44, “__ me!” 

45. Canyon effect 

46. __-frendly 

47. Quite a handful 

50. Go gloatingly 

53. Ear-related 

54. Like some streambeds 
55. Garr of “Tootsie” 

57. Resort options 

58. Gliders on slopes 

59. Double deal? 

60. Male deer 

62. Tasting harsh 

64. Do some angling 

65. ___ avis 

66. First Oscar winner Jannings 
67. Out of Nod 

68. Witchy club 

69. Palm growth 

70. Omega’s place 

71. Bea tightwad 

72. Rental sign 

73. “A likely __!” 

76. Bot in sci-fi tales 

79. “Fun, Fun, Fun” car 
80. Was boss of 

81. Chord played note by note 
82. Address changer in winter 
84. Eye irritation 

85. Court favor 

86. Pol Mo or Tom 

88. Stirred up 

90. __ Road Studios 


91. Beastly sort 

92. Plant for a shady spot 
93. Pretty good frame 

94. Connection 

95. Away from here 

97. Kid around 


92. Easily broken 

94. Scribbled idly 

99. Polygraph trippers 
. Defeatist’s phrase 
. Shape 

. Passover meal 


98. Golden Rule word 107. Prefix with -morph 
99. Have in mind 109. Kaffiyeh wearer 
100. Kin of bingo 111. Drawn tight 
101. Tommie of the Miracle Mets 112. 2005 Beck single 
102. Bogus 113. Grounded Concordes 
103. $$ dispensers 115. Not even close 
107. Cartoonist Chast 116. Joule fraction 
91. Major __ 118. Reduce, as a workforce 
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Brattleboro Tire 


558 Putney Rd., Brattleboro * 254-5411 


| PLUS FREE SAFETY DRIVING CHECK OVER 
INCLUDES 30 POINT COURTESY CHECK 
| ¢ Fluids * Belts * Hoses « Steering « Brakes 
¢ Lights & Much More Upon Request 
*($3.00 disposal fee) Most cars. Special diesel oil & filter extra. 
Call for appt. Offer ends 12/31/20. No other discounts apply. 


Courtesy cars or rides 


always available at no cost 


LOCALLY OWNED FOR OVER 41 YEARS 
WE DO TIRES AND 
ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE 


WINTER WEATHER IS HERE...NOW IS THE TIME 
TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT 


WINTER TIRES 
BUY 3 GET 1 


FREE 


Tire shipments 
coming in daily! 
Valid through 12/31 


CHARGING 
SYSTEM 
CHECK 


Sr 
BATTERIES 


tt 
Ids 


Expires 12/31 


VT State Green Sticker #12 


Inspection IS DUE NOW 
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Community building 


Artist Development Grants - Call for 
Applications: Supporting artists at all 
stages of their careers to fund activities 
that enhance mastery of an artist's craft or 
skills/activities that increase the viability 
of an artist's business. Grants also support 
teaching artists in developing skills neces- 
sary to provide instruction in K-12 schools 
remotely during COVID-19 or support 
aspects of creating new work when the ac- 
tivity allows you to accept a rare important 
opportunity. Grant amounts range from 
$250-$1,000. 

> DL this round: 1/11/21. Applications 
evaluated in 3 areas: impact, planning, 
and budget. Priority given to first time 
grantees and proposals for rare or unique 
opportunities. The Artist Development pro- 
gram has supported 277 VT artists since 
2009. For examples of previously funded 
projects, see list of recent grantees. 

> Through Monday, January 11, 2021. 

> Vermont Arts Council. Informa- 

tion: Full details and online applica- 

tion: vermontartscouncil.org/ 
artistdevelopment. 
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Visual arts 
and shows 


BRATTLEBORO ""The Looking Glass 
Season": Featuring five artists who live in 
the Brattleboro area: Tina Olsen, Markie 
Sallick, Walter Hagedorn, John Loggia, 
and Schuyler Gould. 

> This show is designed so that it can 
be seen through 118 Elliot's street level 
windows until 9 p.m. every day. (Exhibit 
may continue through 1/2021) 118elliot. 
com, www.facebook.com/118Elliot. 

> One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot St.. 


BRATTLEBORO "The Great Reconcili- 
ation": Offering a safe, socially distanced 
way to view work by local artists. When 
you walk up on Main Street, digital im- 
ages of artwork will light up storefront 
windows. Participating locations include 
the Latchis Hotel, the former Twin Flames 
restaurant at 95 Main St., and former 
Delectable Mountain store at 125 Main St. 
Fifty-two images of work by 22 artists will 
be projected on the windows. 

P 4:30-6:30 p.m. The brainchild of 
activist-artists Steve Wangh and Julie 
Snorek of VTArt-Rising, and supported by 
350Brattleboro, the project aims to sup- 
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port community reconciliation and heal- 
ing in light of a divisive political period. 
> Through Friday, December 11. 

> Main Street Brattleboro. 


Ideas and education 


BrattleMasters (Toastmasters) Meeting 
- Learn Speaking Skills (via Zoom): The 
speaker is Dora Levinson from Brattleboro. 
The theme is "Unusual Holidays." Each 
speech is assigned an evaluator to give 
feedback on how well the speakers 
fulfilled their project criteria. The emcee is 
Lisa Sieverts of Nelson, NH. 

P 6-7:30p.m. 

> Free, 

> Zoom. Info: 603-762-0235, lisa@ 
lisasieverts.com Link available at 
brattleboro.toastmastersclubs.org. 
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Film and video 


Divine Love (2019) (Epsilon Spires 
Virtual Cinema): Commodified faith 
dominates this near-future vision of Brazil. 
Sci-fi aesthetics, incisive satire, sanctimo- 
nious eroticism, Divino Amor takes on the 
influence of evangelical Christianity on the 
State - the far-right movement that elected 
populist Jair Bolsonaro. Premiere at the 
Sundance Film Festival, this is a com- 
mentary on the conservative, fanatical, 
nationalist agenda spreading worldwide 
and how those who don't espouse it, 
engage with it. 

> Directed by Gabriel Mascaro. Sure to 
surprise and provoke. recommended for 
adult-viewing only. Trailer: www.youtube. 
com/watch?v=CFF2D69YZ49. 

> Through Sunday, December 20. 

Pm $9.99. 

> Online. Information: row8.com/ 
movie-details/97382258_esb. 
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Well-being 


LONDONDERRY Ayurveda: Join Lini 
Mazumdar and Kate Logan for a series of 
6 interactive classes which will explore 
and glean the wisdom of Ayurveda to 
keep us healthy and sane through the 
winter. Ayurveda is considered by many 
scholars to be the oldest healing science. 
Learn simple lifestyle practices based 

on diet, rest, exercise, meditation and 
how to apply these daily practices so you 


Get The Commons Crossword online! 
Subscribe to 


THE HUB CROSSWORD 


Sunday-sized crossword puzzles (and more) 


by Emily Cox, Henry Rathvon, 
and Brendan Emmett Quigley 
Puzzles delivered weekly 


patreon.com/hubcrosswords/ 


Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org 
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PROGRAM 


Dec. 7-13 
CHANNEL 8/1075 


SPECIAL LIVE EVENT 
BCTV Producer Awards Party: 
Wed. 6:30p 


Everyone Eats - Grateful for 
Brattleboro: Tue. 11:00a, Wed. 
5:00p, Thu. 5:00a, Sat. 5:00p, Sun. 


Here We Are with guest Eugene 
Uman - Vermont Jazz Center, 
Director: Mon. 8:00p, Tue. 6:30a, 
Wed. 1:00p, Fri. 6:30p, Sat. 7:30a, 
Sun. 3:00p 


Calvary Chapel of the West River 


Valley - Weekly Service: Tue. 9:00a, 


Fri. 7:00a, Sun. 10:00a 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - 
Northern Landscapes with Peter 
Gaye and Julia Philips: Mon. 6:00a, 
Tue. 3:00p, Sat. 7:40p, Sun. 3:30p 


PR Benefits - Episode 29 - LaTricia 
Woods: Mon. 6:05p, Wed. 9:00a, 
Thu. 3:35p, Fri. 8:30p, Sat. 8:30a, 
Sun. 12:50p 


Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed. 6:30a, Sun. 


First Congregational Church - 
Weekly Service: Tue. 10:00a, Thu. 
3:00p, Sun. 6:00a 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - A 
Homeless Belonging with Nikita 


Stewart: Mon. 3:00p, Tue. 5:00a, Fri. 


9:05p, Sat. 6:00p 


Brattleboro Gallery Walk - Virtual 
Gallery Walk 12/4/20: Mon. 9:00a, 
Tue. 4:30p, Thu. 8:00p, Fri. 6:30a, 
Sun. 5:30p 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - 
Double Standards with Deesha 
Philyaw and Kelly Jo Ford: Mon. 
10:30a, Wed. 2:10p, Sun. 8:30p 


Next Stage Arts - Roots 

and Branches of Southern 
Appalachian Dance: Tue. 8:00p, 
Wed. 5:30a, Thu. 5:00p, Sat. 1:00p, 
Sun. 7:00a 


St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Sun. 2:00p & 7:00p, Tue. 
7:00a & 2:00p 


Rotary Cares - Ep 30 - Mary 
Springer and Owen Houghton: 
Tue. 6:05p, Wed. 9:35a, Thu. 12:05p, 
Fri. 5:30p, Sat. 5:00a, Sun. 8:00p 


The World Fusion Show - EP 88 - 


Christopher Adler: Mon. 8:30p, Tue. 


6:00a, Thu. 1:00p, Fri. 8:00p, Sat. 
8:00a, Sun. 1:30p 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - Life 
Lessons, with authors Nick Flynn 
and Roger Rosenblatt: Mon. 1:00p, 
Thu. 6:00a, Sat. 8:30p, Sun. 5:00a 


HIGHLIGHTS 


CHANNEL 10/1085 


Brattleboro Selectboard Special 
Mtg. 12/8/20: Tue. 6:15p (LIVE), Thu. 
1:00p, Sat. 10:00a 


VT Nuclear Decommissioning 
Citizens Advisory Panel Mtg. 
12/7/20: Sat. 8:00p, Sun. 8:30a & 


Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 11/23/20 
Wed. 1:00p, Sun. 7:25a 


Putney Selectboard Mtg. 12/2/20: 
Mon. 10:00a, Sat. 2:40p 


Dummerston Selectboard Mtg. 
12/2/20: Wed. 8:45a, Sat. 1:30p 


Vernon Selectboard Mtg. 12/1/20: 
Mon. 6:50a, Tue. 3:00p, Fri. 4:45p 


Townshend Selectboard Mtg. 
12/8/20: Thu. 7:00p, Fri. 6:00a 


Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 
11/23/20: Thu. 7:00p, Fri. 6:00a 


Energy Week with George Harvey 
& Tom Finnell: Mon. 9:00a, Tue. 
5:00p, Wed. 12:00p, Thu. 10:30a, 
Sun. 11:00a 


River Valleys Unified School 
District Bd Mtg. 12/7/20: Fri. 8:30p, 
Sat. 7:30a 


Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 12/7/2C 
Wed. 6:00p, Thu. 6:00a, Fri. 11:30a 


Windham Southeast School 
District Bd Mtg. 12/2/20: Wed. 
7:00a, Sun. 12:00p 


West River Education District Bd 
Mtg. 12/8/20: Fri. 6:00p, Sat. 5:00a 


The David Pakman Show: Mon. 
8:00a, Tue. 9:00a, Wed. 5:00p, Fri. 
10:30a, Sun. 5:00p 


Brattleboro Planning Commissior 
Mtg. 12/7/20: Wed. 8:30p, Thu. 
8:30a, Fri. 2:00p 


Brattleboro Community Safety 
Review Committee Open Mic 
Public Forum 11/21/20: Mon. 1:35p, 
Tue. 6:00a, Sun. 8:30p 


Note: Schedule subject to change. 
View full schedule and watch online at 
brattleboroTV.org 


BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 
municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 


Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org. 


Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888 

























can witness profound changes in your 
physical body, emotional makeup, mental 
well-being. 

> 11-12noon. Series continues on 
Fridays: 1/8/2021, 2/12, 3/12, 4/9. 

> Free, 

> Neighborhood Connections, The 
Meeting Place, Rte. 100, 5700 Marketplace 
(across from the p.o.). Information: 802- 
824-4343; neighborhoodconnectionsvt. 
org/the-meeting-place.html. 


Virtual Support Groups & Live Webchat: 
These are free and confidential drop-in 
groups, open to all survivors who have 
experienced domestic violence. 

> 12noon-1p.m. forall self-identified 
women. 2-3 p.m. for all genders. You 

can also webchat with an advocate Mon. 
through Fri., 8a.m.-4 p.m. 

> Online. Information: 
womensfreedomcenter.net, more info: 
802-254-6954, 


SATURDAY 


Performing arts 


For the Students at New England Youth 
Theater: "Romeo & Juliet" on NEYT 
YouTube Channel (Ongoing): Created in 
summer of 2020, telling a story about love 
and human connection in an environment 
where most of the cast and crew could not 
have physical contact was a challenge. 
This film captures Shakespeare's greatest 
love story but also the bravery, creativity, 
resilience of our young people. 

> While our Senior Company dominated 
the screen, there were NEYT alumni creat- 
ing movie magic off-screen. Directors 
Cayden Leary (mentored by Robin 
Fawcett) collaborating with Core Faculty 
Keely Eastley. Directors of Photography/ 
Editors Aja Selbach-Broad and Kaelan 
Selbach-Broad. Script Supervisor/Camera 
Asst. Aiden Meyer. Asst. Sound Recordist 
Maya Gempler. Costume Dir. Monika 
Grist-Weiner. 

> Free, 

> YouTube. Information: youtube.com/ 
results?search_query=new+englandtyo 
uth+theater+tromeotand+juliet. 


Music 


Third Row Live's Global Launch with 
Sweet Honey in The Rock's Perfor- 
mance from The Academy of Music 
(Livestream): "Celebrating the Holy Days" 
- 5-part harmonies and sign language 
interpretation, Sweet Honey's sound 
ranges from African to blues to gospel and 
jazz and offers a rare fusion of traditional 
American holiday spiritual songs/hymns 
and songs from other cultures/religions - 
from Africa to Israel. They'll also perform 
songs from the group's repertoire, 
including We Are, Let There Be Peace, The 
Women Gather, Come Ye. Next Stage Arts 
is one of the inaugural presenters. 

> 3p.m. 

> $15. 

> Livestream. Information: Tickets: 
thirdrow.live/events/sweet-honey-in-the- 
rock/p/nextstage. 
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E.T.E. - A Streaming World at Home 
Concert: Ete in French means summer - a 
tribute to E.T.E.'s original take on Quebec 
traditional music infused with new vital- 
ity. Voices intertwine through songs of 
impossible love, with impressive playing 
of the violin, the Irish bouzouki, and the 
cello is breathtaking. Elisabeth (fiddle, 
step-dancing, vocals), Thierry (bouzouki, 
podorythmie, vocals), and Elisabeth (cello, 
vocals) are winning over the hearts of 
listeners worldwide, young and old alike. 
> 7:30 p.m. (includes Q&A). E.T.E. was 
awarded the OPUS prize for "Discovery of 
the Year 2017-2018," among many other 
accolades since their first album release 
in 2017. 

P $8to$10. 

> Online. Information: Tick- 

ets: eventbrite.com/e/ete- 
tickets-119627861153. 


VT Jazz Center's Annual Swing Dance 
Gala (Online and Facebook): Vocalist 
Samirah Evans and WC Director Eugene 
Uman host "A Virtual Swing Dance" with 
WJC's Big Band - a 17-piece big band via 
video selections filmed at last year's gala. 
The repertoire includes "Just One of Those 
Things," "Skylark," "Frim Fram Sauce" and 
more from the great American Songbook. 
Hear top flight solos from regional artists 
such as Bob Stabach, Michael Zsoldos, 
Haneef Nelson, Draa Hobbs, and VC Big 
Band's Music Dir. Rob Freebe 

> 8p.m. This Big Band performance 

was filmed at the Jazz Center 12/2019 by 
Michael Hanish. Music is tailored for danc- 
ing and includes tempos for dance steps 
like the Fox Trot, Two Step, Charleston, 
Cha Cha. Proceeds will support scholar- 
ships for those who need it (from the Jazz 
Center's Scholarship Fund) to attend our 
educational offerings during the year. 

> Free of charge. Donations gratefully 
accepted on a sliding scale (suggested $25 
to $50 per person). 

> Online. Information: vtjazz.org, 
vtjazz.org. 


Kids and families 


WALPOLE Candy and Cookie Sale for 
the Holidays 

> 9a.m.-12noon. Social distancing and 
masks required. 

> First Congregational Church of 
Walpole, 15 Washington St. Information: 
603-756-4075; walpolechurch@yahoo. 




















































































Tag sales, auctions, 
bazaars 


WILLIAMSVILLE Outdoor Seconds 
Sale of T. Breeze Verdant's Inlaid 
Jewelry 

> 11a.m.-4p.m. onthe porch. Masks 
required. 

> 54 Dover Road. Information: 802- 
275-7129. 





SUNDAY 


The written word 


Writing Circle (via Zoom): Deorah Lee 
Luskin invites writers of all kinds/all 





MOnA 


. @ 

CA 
Y 7 
y 


Ga 4 ) 
fy Vee 
4 7 } | [ > 4 7 a 
a nm eT 
| } | y | 
a 


! ia 

i ao Sere a 

. Aa 7 yr 4 (N ay 

. a ( wa! 

> = 4 ¥ Ge? EF 
— . 


ae —— 


and views 


facebook.com/commonsnews 


instagram.com/ Commons_news 





twitter.com/ commons _news 
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levels of experience to step away from 

the holiday frenzy for an afternoon of 
supported writing, As the light fades and 
the world tilts away from the sun, we will 
write to illuminate our inner light, honor 
our inner voice, and tell whatever stories 
rise to be told. Prompts and guidance for 
automatic writing will be provided. We will 
collectively create a safe space for those 
who wish to read their new words. 

> 1-4 p.m. Moore Free Library has 2 tab- 
lets, 2 laptops for participants to borrow 

- first-come, first-served. Call 802-365-7948 
in advance to arrange pick up 12/12 before 
2 p.m. and return equipment 12/15 by 1:30 
p.m. The Library has high speed Internet, 
so connection can be made from outside 
the library. Closed on Sundays. 

>» Free. (Donations welcome: Moore Free 
Library, 23 West St., Newfane, VT 05345 or 
https://moorefreelibrary.org). 

> Zoom. Advanced registration is re- 
quired to receive the link, Enrollment lim- 
ited to 20. Register at deborahleeluskin. 
com/contact. 
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Well-being 


Meditation for Creative Expres- 

sion (Online): Sound healer Lavender 
Suarez guides you with live music, gentle 
breathing and movement meditations 
combined with expressive writing and 
drawing prompt exercises to facilitate a 
reflective therapeutic experience. Based 
on principles of art therapy, this class is for 
anyone, artists and non-artists alike. 

> 7 p.m. Presented by Epsilon Spires. 

P $15 suggested donation. 

> Online. Information: epsilonspires. 
org/event-info/meditation-for-creative- 
expression. 
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Community building 


Southern Vermont Sister District (via 
Zoom): SVT is a group of volunteers who 
provide support/donations to Sister Dis- 
trict and its candidates. Join supporters in 
celebrating what we've accomplished thus 
far. Everyone is welcome. Rita Bosworth 
(SVT's Exec. Dir.), will give an update on 
the national, post-election strategy); 
premier viewing of our video retrospec- 
tive, "Stir the Pot"; poetry (by Verandah 
Porche); music (by the Seymour Sisters); 
with a delicious soup surprise. 

> 4p.m. (Sister District hosts community 
events and also works to provide support 
for strategic, Democratic state races 
through phone banking, text banking, 
sending postcards to voters. www. 
sisterdistrict.com/volunteer/southern- 
vermont.). 

> Zoom. Information: usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/88273615880?pwd=dnhqYTd6eGc2 
ZEhtWW5wM3NjOUdGUTO9#success. 


Ideas and education 


Windham World Affairs Council - "Code 
Name Madeleine: A Sufi Spy in Nazi- 
Occupied Paris" (via Zoom): Converse 
with Arthur Magida, author of "Code Name 
Madeleine." Noor Inayat Kahan's courage, 
faith, adherence to truth are so needed 

in our chaotic age. Her father brought 
Sufism (Islamic mysticism) to the West in 
1910, While a secret agent for the British 
in during WW II, Noor - poet, musician, 
author - never strayed from teachings of 
love, service, forgiveness, She organized 
cells, invigorated the Resistance, sent 
messages to London for D-Day. She was 
executed in Dachau. 

> 4p.m. 

> Free. 

> Zoom. Register in advance: You will 
receive a confirmation email with info 
about joining the webinar. usO2web. 
zoom.us/webinar/ register/WN_W71ZsVi- 
aQziKim3V8j2XsQ. 


WIONDAY 


Community building 


Wildlife Road Crossings (Webinar): Dive 
into the science/planning of wildlife road 
crossings. We'll look at the field science of 
road ecology and what we've learned from 
years of camera trapping along roads and 
inside/under bridges and culverts. Then 
we'll study the computer models in VT 
Conservation Design to understand these 
concepts in a landscape context. Lastly, 
we'll explore how VT towns are improving 
and planning for wildlife movement 
across local roads. With Jens Hilke and 
Andy Wood. 

> 3-4p.m. Presenters: Offered by VT 
Fish & Wildlife Dept. 

> Free. 

> Webinar. Information: Register: 
eventbrite.com/e/wildlife-road- 
crossings-tickets-116496946503. 
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Send a box full of Winter Sunshine. 


3 unique varieties + FREE Shipping!’ 


These healthy, hand-picked, snack size fruit are specially nurtured and treasured for their ultra-sweet 


flavor. These will delight everyone on your list and for a very special price. 


° 6 Rio Ruby’ Red Gems 
¢ 8 Tiny Tim Navels 
¢ 4 Mini Fuji Apples 


1-833-558-1817 


Visit PittmanDavis.com/MN261 
Order Item #MXSP mention Code PNVH-N261 and Save 33% 
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Only $19.99 (reg. $29-99), plus FREE Shipping.” Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 
Order by December 17, 2020 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. 


Call Now or go Online and SAVE 33% with FREE Shipping’ 


Limited time offer, good while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer. 


* Free standard shipping to the 48 contiguous states. 


Fillmaneviwis- 


Every Gift Has a Story 
Pittman & Davis, 
Harlingen, TX 78552 


IC: PNVH-N261 















































































































Jamaica - Local Concerns Meeting: 
Bridge Project (via Zoom): The intent 

of this meeting is to gather input from 
stakeholders (Town Officials, local 
residents, businesses, emergency services, 
other interested parties) about Jamaica 
BO 1442(42) - Town Highway 19, Bridge 32 
over the West River. We'll discuss existing 
bridge conditions, site constraints, options 
to consider in the scoping report. Reps 
from the VT Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans) and the Town of Jamaica will be 
onsite to gather concerns. 

> 7p.m. 

> Zoom. Information: jamaicavermont. 


Community meals 


BRATTLEBORO Everyone Eats! Pick 
up Ready-Made Meals: This food relief 
pilot program leverages federal relief 
funds to engage local restaurants in mak- 
ing to-go meals for anyone in Brattleboro, 
Guilford, Vernon, Dummerston, Putney 
whose food security is challenged by 

the COVID-19 crisis due to un/under-em- 
ployment, homelessness, other financial 
challenges. Eight Brattleboro restaurants: 
AVermont Table, Dosa Kitchen, Duo, 
Hazel, Indian Masala, MamaSezz, Porch 
Too, The Works, and Yalla are providing 
150 meals per day. 

> 4-6p.m. Mon.-Thur. Please do not ar- 
rive early. Individuals/households can pick 
up meals in the parking lot. First-come, 
first-served. You will receive one individu- 
ally packaged cold ready-to-eat or heat & 
serve dinner for each person you request a 
meal for while supplies last. Organizations 
can pick up pre-ordered meals at Mama 
Sezz in West Brattleboro. 

> Through Thursday, December 31. 

> Free. (Base cost of each meal is $10 
but any donation will be appreciated). 

> C.F Church Building, 80 Flat St. Infor- 
mation: brattleboro.com/everyoneeats, 
frances@brattleboro.com (questions). 


TUESDAY 


Local history 


Brattleboro Words Trail to 'Go Live' 

at Zoom Launch Event: Hear stories 
about how scores of citizens, students, 
and scholars engaged their creativity to 
produce 52 audio destinations for regional 
biking/driving tours throughout Windham 
County (plus some sites in NH and MA) 
and 47 audio destinations that comprise a 
Downtown Brattleboro Tour. 

> 7p.m. The Brattleboro Words 

Project encourages the community to join 
together for an uplifting celebration as 
organizers push the button that makes 
the Brattleboro Words Trail audio tours 
go live. The regional tours and downtown 
tour each have a companion map (printed 
back to back) available in/around town 
after the launch. 

> Free. 

> Zoom. Registration required: 
brattleborowords.org. 


Community building 


Hunger Free Vermont Briefing on Food 
Security for 2021 (via Zoom): Learn 
about food security issues and resources, 
opportunities to take action in support of 
innovative anti-hunger efforts, ask your 
questions. 

> 12noon-1 p.m. Go to https://docs. 
google.com/forms/d/e/1FAl pQLSdZTZ_Kjl- 
Grns7zmBJZx4DJQOzXhesjSmLzVSbIz720- 
SILSw/ 

> viewform?mc_cid=d8a70aflbc&mc_ 
eid=a8718bb3f9 to register for link. 

> Zoom. 


Town Arts Fund 2021 (Virtual Info Ses- 
sion): Learn about the 2021 Brattleboro 
Town Arts Fund (TAF) program and ap- 
plication process. First-time grant seekers 
welcome and encouraged to attend and 
apply! If you have specific questions you'd 
like us to address in the info session, email 
us at townartsfundbratt@gmail.com. A 
recording of the info session will also be 
made available online. 

> 12noon- 1:30 p.m. Hosted by the Arts 
Council of Windham County. 

> Online. View the full application, 
meeting information, and guidelines: 
artswindhamcounty.org/taf. 


WEDNESDAY 





Well-being 


Advance Care Planning/Advance Direc- 
tive Question and Answer Information 
(via Zoom): Advance Care Planning 
includes discussing choices about end- 
of-life care with your medical provider, 
family and others and includes choosing 
and educating your Health Care Agent and 
making informed decisions to complete 
an Advance Directive. Anyone over the age 
of 18 benefits from having a completed 
Advance Directive. Completing an Advance 
Directive is a gift to those who you love. 

> 10-11a.m. Hosted by Brattleboro 
Area Hospice's (www.brattleborohospice. 
org) Taking Steps Brattleboro (TSB). TSB 
services include a weekly Zoom meeting 
and individual Advance Care Planning 
meetings by phone, Zoom, or in-person to 
complete an Advance Directive. Visit www. 
vtethicsnetwork.org to see forms/obtain 
info to ask questions on 12/16. 

> Free. 

> Zoom. Contact Don Freeman and 
leave your contact info to receive Zoom 
invitation: 802-257-0775 x 101, don. 
freeman@brattleborohospice.org. 


To submit your 
event: calendar@ 
commonsnews.org 


Deadline: 
S p.m. Friday 


e@ 
Visit 
commonsnews.org 


for more listings 
with more details 


